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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan


	General Information

	Name:  Juanita Kitchen


	District/School or Organization: Pueblo City Schools



	Subject Area/Topic: Reading / LA
	Grade Level(s): 7




Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	4 - Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.

5 - Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes. 

6 - Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and nonprint texts.
	Acrostic Poem
http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/acrostic/



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use:

X Online (requires a computer)

  FORMCHECKBOX 
Offline (no computer required)

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Learning Object for Student Use:

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Online (requires a computer)

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Offline (no computer required)


	X   Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Enrichment Tool
	X   Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

X   Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes: This IP could be used in conjunction with remediation and/or enrichment activity for students. This IP could also work well with center or rotation activities if/when computer lab is not available. 


Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

X  Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

X  One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other- two students to a computer
	Notes:

Our classroom has 4 student computers. This IP can be completed in a variety of formats: 

Reserve time for whole group instruction in school’s computer lab. 

Use as a center activity and have students use rotating stations.




	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

X  General classroom rules / procedures for working at centers

X  Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: 

Acrostic Poems. Students will rotate using the computers to create their own Acrostic Poems. This site/activity can also be used as a whole group activity when we have Media/Computer Lab time scheduled. http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/acrostic/

Web Resources (These sites would be posted on our classroom web page) 
Wide World of Verbs 
http://www.kyrene.k12.az.us/schools/brisas/sunda/verb/enter.htm 

This student-created resource, from the Brisas Elementary school of the Kyrene School District in Tempe, Arizona, focuses on action, state-of-being, and helping verbs. Each section includes a story to help students learn about and remember the specific verb form.

Guide to Grammar and Style—P
http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Writing/p.html 

Professor Jack Lynch of Rutgers University offers an online guide to grammar, organized alphabetically. The “P” page includes a section on parts of speech that can be used to review the nouns and verbs with students. 




	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Software

X Hardware

X Supplemental Materials

  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other
	Notes:

1. While in the Media Center, I will ensure that the Smart Board is available so the students can view the site. 

2. Allowing the students hands-on time to maneuver around the site creates familiarity and confidence. 

3. Students sit at assigned computers (by student number) when in the computer lab.

4. Students will have access to a dictionary or thesauruses. They will also have access to these online recourses as well. 

5. A network printer (for printing poems)




Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	Students will work independently and/or in small groups for one class period (50 minutes) or a portion there of. Students will be working with their acrostic poem as a part of a larger lesson plan.  Students will use verbs in a stress free and interactive environment. Students will experiment with different verbs; verbs they may have never considered. Students will experience poetry (acrostic) in a fun and interactive way. Students will experience reading and writing in a concrete and meaningful way (occupations). 


	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Yes, students will be using the Thinkfinity Learning Plan to work cooperatively within small groups. Students will also be using critical thinking and problem solving skills as they determine which vivid verbs to use in their acrostic poems. Finally, the students  will use their knowledge about verbs, grammar, and poetry and carry this over into other forms and modes of writing. 


	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Students will rotate through centers that are designed to hone and strengthen their basic grammar and writing skills, This IP activity will certainly support the student’s acquisition of current and up-to-date information in this core subject area. The IP will help students by helping reinforce basic grammar rules, which are part of the state standards. This IP allows the students to learn language skills by using a state-of-the-art format. 



	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	We differentiate the majority of our assignments by grouping students based on CSAP scores. Groups normally contain a student from each group (A, P, PP, U). The student groups are rotated frequently. Additionally, students are getting the three most basic learning modalities in this lesson: audio (through my presentation of the website and oral instructions), visual (through my presentation and the use of the Thinkfinity IP), and kinesthetic (through the use of computer interactive manipulatives).  Additionally, students will have the chance to share and discuss with one another.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	As students work and rotate through centers, I will facilitate their learning by circulating through our classroom, making observations, offering assistance, and applauding efforts and productive teamwork. I will be asking pointed questions to help guide and scaffold students through any difficulties they may experience. 




Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

Because the majority of my students have minimal computer skills, this is a great starter activity for them. They are quick learners and this IP will provide them with the confidence to move on to more complex sites and activities. I was able to roll through the IP quickly. I will have to ensure that students go with a list of their vocabulary words or words relating to a current theme, otherwise boredom will set-in quickly. I have started thinking of all sorts of extension activities. I think that allowing students to create extension activities would extend their learning experience as well.   

Unfortunately, there isn’t a function that allows students to SAVE their work.  All work must be printed or it will be lost. A network printer is required. 




Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This activity is very easy and I feel this will be a great “starter” activity for my students. Because so many of them have only the very basic of technology skills, this site will allow them to develop confidence in their technology skills as well as with vivid verbs, poetry, and basic grammar. The IP integrates occupations that students are familiar and unfamiliar with. Students will need to consider how people work within these different occupations and find vivid verbs that will creatively describe these occupations. Students will be encouraged to consider the role of technology in these different occupations and which vivid verbs would best describe these roles. 

Reference: More than One Way to Create Vivid Verbs - http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=1008



http://www.thinkfinity.org
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