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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

                                                Underground Railroad Integration Plan 



	General Information

	Name: 


	District/School or Organization:


	Subject Area/Topic: 
Reading and History/ Underground Railroad
	Grade Level(s): 



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	​​​​National S--Historical Thinking B. Obtain historical data

Language Arts--IRA/ NCTE

1. Read to acquire new information

7. Conduct research--gather, evaluate and synthesize info


	Online Adventure: The Underground Railroad  (Video and scavenger hunt info)
http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngexplorer/0301/adventures/

http://magma.nationalgeographic.com/ngexplorer/0301/adventures/scavengerhunt.html




Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:
The online video with captions about the Underground Railroad will be viewed by partners online. Each team will have a copy of 10 statements about the video. Each statement contains an error. While reading online and learning about the URR the students will correct the errors in the statements. This worksheet will be an assessment to gage the focus of partners as they learn about slavery, Harriet Tubman, and the Underground Railroad. 



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:
Students will work in teams of two. I have 5 computers in my classroom so 10 kids can work at one time. I will need to choose the partners myself ahead of time to avoid some personality and behavior issues. Also four of the computers sit with two computers on each table. Therefore, I'll have to judge which two teams can work in close proximity and still be highly productive. Teams will have a copy of the scavenger hunt to be completed as they read and view the online video with text.



	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:
Level 1 voice. Talk and work only with your partner. Be sure both partners have names on the scavenger hunt worksheet. Preread the 10 statements on the hunt so you are both ready to correct errors as you read the video. Each statement contains a word or phrase that needs to be replaced with one that makes sense based on the information in the video. During your assigned time you may view the following parts from the Drop Down Menu: The Journey, Routes to Freedom, the Timeline, and For Kids. First, read The Journey and fixed each statement on the scavenger hunt. Then use the remainder of your time for the other parts of the menu. When your time is up or you are finished, cross your names off the whiteboard and send the next team on the list to your station.** Having lists for each station will help keep problems to a minimum.  



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: No other materials will be used for this activity. 



Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	Students will be collecting data about slavery, Harriet Tubman, and the Underground Railroad. They will begin on the National Geographic Underground Railroad site and click on Start the Adventure. They will check to make sure the drop down menu is on "The Journey." Students will need to go all the way on the journey to Canada. Each new page will contain text to read and pictures to view and discuss with their partner. If they have questions, they may jot them down on the back of their scavenger hunt statement page to discuss during whole group or for further independent or partner research.  As they read through the online video they will find the information to correct the errors on the scavenger statements. 

	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Students will need to communicate and collaborate to read the video and answer questions. If they have questions that the video does not address, written language will be necessary to make a list of their questions for later. Some problem solving will be required for them to remain focused and have time to check out all four areas of the online video during their time on the computer. An extension of this activity would allow them to use their critical thinking to examine other resources to find materials that would answer the questions they generated at the computer. 

     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how. 
Most of the information on the Underground Railroad that I have ever read is very consistent. This is probably not a topic where we need to worry about current or up-to-date information. What seems helpful about this particular learning activity is that it presents basic information about Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad in a format that is short enough to have kids do some background reading and gather historical data with a partner rather than needing to work whole group (at least for the highest flexible reading group).  

     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	At Park View our CORE reading groups are flexible groups. My group is composed of the top readers. Part of the differentiation with this group will be that I will pick partners so that each team will have one of the stronger readers. As stated above partners will be carefully picked to ensure the best working conditions. At our team meeting for fourth grade we discussed using the online video in a whole group situation for the lowest reading group utilizing the projector since the students would struggle with more of the vocabulary. Working whole group the kids could still discuss with partners but the teacher would provide explicit instruction to enhance the learning. We probably will have the middle reading group work in the same manner as the lowest group because of more behavior issues in that group. The alternative would be to set up some partners to rotate through the computers for the students who can handle that structure and then the rest could be a teacher directed group. In both groups, teachers need to make decisions based on the background of the students, their reading ability, and any other factors that can seriously impact the outcome of a lesson. 


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I expect to see the students working on the online adventure site. Students will be talking in level one voices with their partners as they read the video clips. If they have questions, they will make notes on the back of their scavenger hunt worksheet. Each scavenger hunt question will have one word marked out with the correct one above. After reading the video, I'll know if it is effective if the material prompts the kids to have more questions or want to search other sources for key information based on what they have learned so far.    


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations: The students in my reading group should be able to complete the activity successfully. Time may be the variable for some teams. If they have trouble finding the answers on the scavenger hunt and need to go back through the video again they may not have time to view the other parts. (The Journey is the part to read and answer the questions.) If all goes well they can probably finish in 20-25 minutes easily with all the parts. My expectation for all three groups to complete this in one 90 minute class is probably unrealistic. It always takes time for the kids to transition to the classroom. The first group will need time to get with partners and begin. I think I'll be able to do two rotations one day and finish the last rotation on the second day. I'll let each team work until they finish as long as I observe the team is on task and using their time well. Since teams will be finishing at a variety of times, their will be other activities as they finish.



Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Computers will be used for the National Geographic Underground Railroad site. Other students will be able to work on the Detective Activity offline using the Rewards poster information. Another concurrent activity will be reading the book "Follow the Drinking Gourd" and the questions that go with that. Using the 5 computers in the classroom, 5 teams of 2 will be able to be on the computer, 5 teams of 2 will be working on the detective Reward posters, and a group of 10 will read or listen to copies of "Follow the Drinking Gourd" by Jeanette Winter and then discuss the questions at the end.  Those finishing early at their area may do independent research using books and encyclopedia on slavery, Harriet Tubman, Frederick Douglass, and related topics or they may read the explanation of the song "Follow the Drinking Gourd."
Slave Life and the Underground Railroad Homepage

http://americanhistory.si.edu/ourstory/pdf/slavelife/slave_detective.pdf (Rewards)
http://americanhistory.si.edu/ourstory/pdf/slavelife/slave_readgourd.pdf  ("Follow the Drinking Gourd")
http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/ltc/special/mlk/gourd2.html  (Explanation for the song "Follow the Drinking Gourd"



http://www.thinkfinity.org
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