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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: 


	District/School or Organization:


	Subject Area/Topic: Regions of U.S. – Social Studies
	Grade Level(s): 



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	National Geography Standard 12:  The process, patterns, and functions of human settlement
	U.S. Outline Map

http://nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/atlas/index.html?Parent=usofam



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Student pairs will be allowed to choose an area of the classroom to read and work on the map, an area that they feel will be the most beneficial in doing what they need to do, to the best of their ability, with real understanding of the concepts. 


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  Students will be grouped in pairs for success.  Lower students who may struggle with the text will be paired with a student who will be helpful, capable, encouraging.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  I will need multiple copies (at least 13) of Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House on the Prairie set or Facing West by Kathleen V. Kudlinski.   I will also need copies of the U.S. outline map – one per student.  Students will need to use their highlighters (which they have from supply list, I will have extras) to mark the trail followed in the story.  Students will need a pencil.




Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	Students will read and use the story to follow the trail used by the pioneers in the book.  They will mark the starting point of the journey, and continue to highlight the route taken by the pioneers.  Students will note and discuss physical features of the land encountered along the pioneers’ journey and note these on their maps.   Hardships will be discussed as well. Students will also list reasons why these people chose to move west and live where they did.  Ending point will be noted as well on the student maps.

Students will relate these concepts to present time (Why do people live where they live today, what are some factors?)  They may apply this to their own situation (Why does their family live in Colorado Springs?).

	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

The learning activity will require students to communicate in their pairs and to collaborate in accomplishing the reading and map highlighting of the trail.  Critical thinking will come into play when discussions are made around the topics of hardships and settlement.

     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Accurate accounts of pioneer travels will be obtained through reading the story and related to background knowledge.  

     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	I will differentiate this activity by pairing students with a partner that they can be successful with.  Frequent checks will be made by myself for understanding and focus.  


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I will expect to see students tracking the route of the pioneers using their highlighters and maps.  I will also expect to see students engaging in conversations with their partner regarding the events in the story, their take on those events, …  Participation in whole class discussions of physical features, hardships, reasons for relocating, … will also indicate the effectiveness of this learning activity.  I would expect to see the students engaged and motivated by the multi-disciplinary approach.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  
Flexibility with time frame is important.  Reading the story may require time from reading blocks as well as social studies blocks.  Students may need a second map, but will not be given credit if a third map is needed.  Frequent visual reference to class map during discussions will be helpful, as will having visual aids of landmarks, physical features.


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.


	This activity will be an opening activity to a more in-depth unit on the western region of the United States.  Assessment will be based on student-completed maps, level of understanding as noted during class discussions.  It will serve as a foundation for deeper understanding of the western region, why people live there, physical features found there.
NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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