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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: Tom Prest

	District/School or Organization:  Charter School Institute


	Subject Area/Topic: Philosophy/Social Studies- Trial of Socrates
	Grade Level(s): 9-12



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Learning Object

	Standard 1.1- Use the historical method of inquiry to ask questions, evaluate primary and secondary sources, critically analyze and interpret data, and develop interpretations defended by evidence


	“Last Days of Socrates Project”

http://socrates.clarke.edu/aplg0170.htm



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
    Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes: Primary integration will be for understanding Socrates point of view before, during, and after his trial using online excerpts from ‘Apology’ and ‘Crito’.  There is an audio portion as well detailing Socrates argument against the Athenian government, and his debate with Crito.  




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Teacher will introduce the resource to students using a projector, and then allow students to search on their own for background base  knowledge in small groups of 4-5.  


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students are each responsible for pursuing their topic within the parameters of academic computer use expectations, with a few specific directions from the instructor.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students will have other documents by Plato, famous painting of Socrates death, Youtube video: Steve Martin as ‘Socrates’, as well as various real player wav files featuring various Socratic arguments.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the learning object(s)? 

	Students will be asked to recreate the trial of Socrates (via documents of Plato) by reviewing online excerpts from ‘Apology’ and ‘Crito’. Students will then discuss and think about the reasons why Socrates preferred not to be set free, his views on the Athenian government, etc. Using this information, students will then create a mock trial of Socrates.  

	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration).  
Philosophy by its own nature promotes critical thinking and problem solving skills through Socratic  method/Socratic Seminar.  This particular integration promotes these skills through the nature of the situation:  Should Socrates have opposed his own death sentence?  What are his reasons for NOT opposing it?  What are the larger issues when talking about government vs. the individual?  Are there current circumstances where governments around the world are facing this same battle?  What about here in the US?  Are there modern trials that are similar to Socrates’?  The activity also promotes collaboration as students could be asked to become ‘lawyers’ for Socrates, as well as jury members, during a mock trial for Socrates. 



	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information or reinforce concepts in core content areas.  

After completing the learning activity, students should have a wide range of background knowledge, which will enable them to engage thoroughly in discussions on topics like role of government, individual rights, philosophy of martyrdom, as well as allow them to recreate the trial of Socrates on their own.     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	Students will have the opportunities to learn through reading, studying pictures/paintings, various clips and videos of Socrates, recreated audio clips of Socrates during his speech to the Athenian government and by role playing through a mock trial of Socrates.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I will have a fair understanding of the effectiveness of the activity from the various questions students should be asking while gathering base knowledge (i.e.- reasons why he wanted to be in jail, who is Crito, etc), and through historical accuracy of the content of the ‘mock trial’ (What would lawyers be trying prove?  What would Socrates want to say if he was on the stand?  What would a jury think during the trial as an Athenian citizen?).  


Part 5 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.



	This activity fits in a unit on the basics and origins of Greek Philosophy or within a unit of Socrates and Plato.  This particular activity is important because the circumstances surrounding the trial/death of Socrates gives Greek philosophy a legitimate starting point for discussions on government, choices and questioning authority/the majority.   
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