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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name:   Karen Shepherd

	District/School or Organization:  JT-26 Center Cons. Schools


	Subject Area/Topic:  Language Arts
	Grade Level(s): 




Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Learning Object

	CO State Standard 2.a Students write in a variety of genre for specific purposes.
CO State Standard 6.a  Students read, respond do, and discuss a variety of novels, poetry, etc.

21st Century Skills – English comprehension and composition; collaboration and communication
	What am I?  Writing Riddle Poems
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/riddle/index.html



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:  This is an experiential learning activity because the students are actually experiencing the process during the instruction.  



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

If individual laptops are in the tech lab for some reason, students will be sent to work on a library computer.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

This site is wonderful.  It walks students through writing a riddle poem step by step. If students have questions, they can ask table partners for clarification, or ask me.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students will need individual earphones for this activity.  Also, it is necessary that FLASH is installed on the students’ computers in order to run this interactive.
I am going to print off the worksheet for each student rather than have them fill it in online.  As we were trying it out, we were kicked out three times while going back and forth to an online thesaurus.  I could see how students would get really frustrated being kicked out and losing what they had done so far.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the learning object(s)? 

	1. I will have student access the website

2. The interactive guides each student through the process of writing their own riddle poem with spoken directions and visual cues.  Instruction takes approximately 5 minutes.  
3. I will let the students begin to write their riddle poem stressing that they want to try to stump their friends.  They may have the rest of the class period (45+ minutes) to write their own poem using the printed guide sheet.
4. When finished with the process each student will have a riddle poem to share with the class.

5. We will respond to and discuss the poem of each individual student.

6. We may create a rubric as a class to score each other’s poems.

	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills.
This activity aids in mastery of written communication skills, as well as oral communication skills.


	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate and up-to-date information in core subject areas.

This activity will motivate students to try different genre of written work, as well as responding to and discussing poetry.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	1.  The program is very interactive and reads aloud to students who may struggle reading.
2. I do have peer mentors in my room to work with my ELL and SPED students.  They may answer any questions that are unclear in the instructions, give suggestions, and guide students as necessary.

3. Gifted students may be able to create a way, such as picture maker with narration, to teach a new type of poetry to the class.  I could also challenge students by requiring so many similes, metaphors and examples of onomatopoeia.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students that will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	As students are working along with the activity, I will walk around and observe whether students’ attention is on task with the learning interactive.  I should see students jotting down ideas for their poem and I should hear little or no discussion as students are working individually with their computers wearing headphones.  I should see students creating a poem step by step.



Part 5 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This learning activity will work as an excellent motivational activity to begin my poetry unit.  My students write several other forms of poetry such as autobiography poem, diamante, acrostic, haiku, etc.  All poems are assessed according to rubrics which state the requirements for each form.
I also use the website http://www.shadowpoetry.com/resources/wip/types.html
With my 8th grade students.  They have an opportunity to choose types of poetry we didn’t cover their 7th grade year and teach them to the class as cooperative groups.  They really have fun making the choice of types of poetry and being teacher for the class.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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