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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name:  Marcia Oltrogge

	District/School or Organization:  Challenger Middle School


	Subject Area/Topic:    Life Science
	Grade Level(s):  7th



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	CO Standard 3: Students know and understand the characteristics and structure of living things, the processes of life, and how living things interact with each other and their environment.
Benchmarks: 

10. Changes in environmental conditions can affect the survival of individual organisms, populations, and entire species.
11. Changes or constancy in groups of organisms over geologic time can be revealed through evidence.
12. Individual organisms with certain traits are more likely than others to survive and have offspring.
	Students will work in groups of 4 or 5.  Each student will have a different role in the group and receive a different worksheet (learning object):
Discussion Director:

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson1180/discussion.pdf
Summarizer:

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson1180/summarizer.pdf
Vocabulary Enricher:

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson1180/summarizer.pdf
Webmaster:

http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson1180/webmaster.pdf



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (Collaboration)
Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:

Have role sheet copies ready before hand.


Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students will sit in groups of 4 – 5 in their regular lab groups.  Introduction will be direct instruction to explain roles of each group member.  After direct instructions, students will work independently to gather their portion of the information from the textbook reading.  I’ll set timer for 20 minutes and adjust as necessary.  Then students will collaborate in lab groups to share and discuss the information in the chapter.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Handouts are ready to go from website.  Each student needs the form for their role.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Each will need a textbook. Reading will be Glencoe Life Science 2008 chapter 6.1, Ideas about Evolution.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	Students will each take on a role in a small group.  Each role is a reading strategy.  Students read individually, collect information needed for their role and record it on the hand-out, and then share their information in a group discussion.

	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Students must collaborate to help each other understand the information.  Students must be positive communicators with other members.
     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Students will be reading the science textbook which will provide accurate background information to begin our unit. 
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	Students will be working in mixed ability groups.  A para or I will assist the two extremely lower readers with the textbook reading (read to them for the individual part of the lesson). 


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	Information in discussions will allow a fast assessment of knowledge level.  After group discussions, I may use a ticket out class question, an application level question from the textbooks, and/or having group members share their information from a role sheet to the entire group.   This lesson will be the background knowledge for this unit; as we continue in the unit, I will have chances to assess understanding as we apply the concepts.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  The questions on the role worksheets fit with the readings (i.e., concepts were easy to make a web, it was vocabulary heavy).  For my non-reader, I’m going to assign the first role as web-master, which I think will be the most successful for him; he may be webmaster for all chapters.   Twenty minutes should be enough time to read the section and complete the role activity. Fifteen – twenty minutes should be enough for the group discussion also. This is rather paper intensive with each student needing a role sheet and self assessment sheet.   



Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This learning activity will provide the basic knowledge for our unit on natural selection/adaptations. This is rather complex information, so an individual reading and then group discussion on the text material will allow another way for students to interact with and understand the material.  We will use the information as we continue with looking at adaptations and Colorado animals.  There are several National Geographic articles on bird evolution that may be a good follow up reading to use the same learning object.  The articles focus on how natural variations and changes in an environment lead to changes within a species.
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