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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan


	General Information

	Name: 

Stephanie Basile     
	District/School or Organization:

  Adams 12/Meridian Elementary  

	Subject Area/Topic: Food Chains and Webs
	Grade Level(s): 

 5th Grade    


Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.

	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Science Standard 3: Students know and understand the characteristics and structure of living things, the processes of life, and how living things interact with each other and their environment.

3.4 there is interaction and interdependence between and among nonliving and living components of ecosystems (for example: food webs, symbiotic and parasitic relationships, dependence on rainfall, pollination)

21st Century – Critical Thinking: Analyze how parts of a whole interact with each other to produce overall outcomes in complex systems
	Pond and Lake Ecosystems: 

http://www.mbgnet.net/fresh/index.htm



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration

	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 Online (requires a computer)

 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 Online (requires a computer)

 Offline (no computer required)
	 Opening Motivational Activity

 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 Research Tool for Students

 Closure Activity

 Assessment Tool

 Remediation Tool

 Enrichment Tool
	 Direct instruction

 Indirect instruction

 Experiential learning

 Independent study

 Interactive instruction

 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:

I will provide direct instruction of the website, then provide a guided sheet for students to explore the website with partners.


Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 Computers not needed - printable resource

 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 One to one, with individual student laptops

 Other
	Notes: I will set up a time to use the computer lab and we will go down as a class. Students will work in groups of 2, sharing one computer to explore the website and take notes.

Team teach with Karen?




	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 General computer rules / procedures

 Specific directions for activity

 Helping Hands

 Other
	Notes: Students know the computer room rules already. I will take over the computers to show the students the process and will need to create a link to the website before going in to the computer lab.




	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 Software

 Hardware

 Supplemental Materials

 Other
	Notes:

Set up time in the computer lab. Print out the offline worksheets.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	Students will work with an assigned partner. I will create mixed ability groups in order ensure both partners will be successful with the activity. I will pair middle and low students together to complete the main worksheet. Students will both fill in their own worksheet. The questions on the worksheet will be for them to look and synthesize information from the website. The last question will be for them to predict what they might see at McKay Lake. (Questions: Provide three characteristics of a pond and lake; In your own words, describe the four stages of a pond; What does algae look like?; How does algae support pond life?; What happens if there is too much algae in a pond?; Make some predictions, what type of animals do you think you would see at McKay Lake?) I will pair high students together that will be working together to answer more inferring questions and less recall questions (similarities and differences between lakes and wetlands; causes of wetlands disappearing?) After the first half of the worksheet is completed, the students will switch who is controlling the mouse. This allows both students access to the website. Groups who finish early can explore marine ecosystems. 

	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

  Students are building their background in this activity. We will then take a walking tour to a nearby lake. Students will be comparing what they saw on the Internet site to what they observed at the lake. They will have to look for examples of food chains and record their observations.   

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

   Students will engage in an activity to support their understanding in science of ecosystems surrounding a lake.   


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	Middle and low students will be paired together to answer more right-there questions with a prediction question at the end. High students will be paired together and given a differentiated worksheet. They will be focusing on inferring more, questions such as, what would happen to animals that live in the lake, if there is too much algae? Why?


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I expect to see the students using their reading strategies to look for the answers to the questions. I should see students collaborating and discussing the questions and answers as they are writing. I will be circulating and looking for students that are struggling or writing answers that are too brief. We will share out and discuss our findings as a whole class. 


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

I want to make sure that I show students how to click through the website and show them how to click through the pictures (like on pond and lake animals).

Some students may finish quicker than others if they are not taking their time, I want to purposefully pair students to try to ensure they go indepth enough with the resource.

I expect the activity to take 45 minutes in the computer lab. 


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe the how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This will be an introduction to food chains and webs. Early on in the learning cycle students will visit a nearby lake and record what they have found. They will then be involved in researching and creating a salt water aquarium in the school. This lesson gives them background information necessary for future extended learning.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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