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	General Information

	Name: Heather Flesner


	District/School or Organization:


	Subject Area/Topic: Podcasting
	Grade Level(s): 



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Reading/ Writing 2:  Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.

Reading/ Writing 5:  Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.
	http://learninginhand.com/OurCity/index.html
This comes from the following website on podcasting:

http://learninginhand.com/



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

I will let the students use my laptop with recording abilities to create their podcast. 


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students will be given written, as well as oral, directions and a rubric for the activity.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Garage Band needed for recording and producing podcast.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	1. Students will follow these steps to record their podcast using Garage Band on the Mac laptop.

2. Open Garage Band and click on “Create  A New Podcast”.

3. Under the heading “Track” click on “New Track” and choose “Real Instrument Track”.

4. When the students are ready hit the record button to start the recording and again to stop it.

5. Students will review (listen to) their podcast and make sure it is exactly how they want it.  You can do this by dragging the red line all the way back to the beginning and then pushing play.

6. Before loading the podcast onto the internet, get parent permission for using audio and photos.

7. Students will go to the website http://learninginhand.com/OurCity/index.html and click on “How To Participate”.

8. From here click on YouSendIt.com link to email it to tony@learninghand.com
9. Students need to follow the directions for what to include in the email.

10. Students, parents, and others can enjoy listening to the podcast by either clicking on the link http://learninginhand.com/OurCity/index.html or going to itunes and typing in “Our City” under podcasts.



	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.  

Yes, podcasting allows for students to not only be creative in their script writing, but also the opportunity to use new technology.  Critical thinking and problem solving will also be intertwined throughout the podcasting activity.  Students will also see podcasting as a new way of communicating with others.

     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Students will use some of the background information they know about their hometown to include in the podcast, as well as writing skills to complete the script, and oral presentation skills to complete the podcast.  The students will also have the opportunity to acquire skills for a technological way of communicating information and ideas.

     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	The activity can be differentiated by allowing students to contribute to the activity based on their strength: writing or speaking. 


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	Students will complete at least one podcast that can be uploaded and sent into “Our  City”.   The podcast should include information about their hometown, including such things as population, size, interesting facts, and some history.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  Overall it went well and I think the students will really enjoy completing the activity.  I did complete the activity in my classroom, which is in the center of the school in an open area, and therefore picked up a lot of background noise.  For the activity I will need to find an enclosed area where we can shut the door so that the recording doesn’t pick up all the other sounds.  Students should practice reading through their scripts several times to save time once recording.  I believe that with script in hand my students can complete this project in an hour.




Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This learning activity will pull what the students are already learning in their regular classroom about their city’s history and other important facts.  The students will complete this activity after learning about podcasts and the variety of ways a podcast can be used.  Students would have also listened to a variety of other “City Podcasts” before writing their own.  Students will then work in small groups to complete one part of the podcast (ie. Interesting facts, places to see, etc.)


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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