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	General Information

	Name: Katie Hone Wiltgen


	District/School or Organization: RFSD/Basalt High School



	Subject Area/Topic: Music – Music Composition
	Grade Level(s): 7



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Music (5-8)  Standard 4: Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines

Music (5-8)  Standard 5: Reading and notating music

Music (5-8)  Standard 8: Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts

21st Century Skills: creativity and innovation, communication and collaboration
	Sample Character Traits http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson175/traits.pdf 

Used concurrently with Sibelius or Finale Notepad (music composition software)


Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:  While the Sample Character Traits sheet can be printed and does not necessitate the use of a computer during class time, the use of Sibelius and Finale Notepad requires a computer, both for teacher use and for student use.


Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource [For use of the Learning Object]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board [For music composition]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops [For music composition]
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:
Students will first work using the Sample Character Traits learning object (printed), so will not be using the computer during the first part.

One teacher computer and projector used for demonstrating compositional technique on Sibelius or Finale Notepad.  Student laptops used for writing individual compositions.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  When students start documenting their composition, our standard lap-top rules will apply – only permitted to be working in Sibelius or Finale Notepad.  Direction sheets will be available for composition programs, but because students are already comfortable with these music composition programs, we will not require additional support.  I will model on a teacher computer, projected to a large screen in the front of the room.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  
Software - Sibelius and Finale Notepad (we do not have Sibelius composition software on all laptops; laptops without Sibelius will use the free version of Finale Notepad)
Supplemental Materials - Picture of Godzilla



Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	I will give a brief description of the character Godzilla and will show a picture of this character.  Using the Sample Character Traits learning object, the students will work in pairs to choose the two words on the list that best describe Godzilla, that is, his most accurate character traits.  Back together as a full group, each pair will share the two character traits they chose, and we will decide, as a class, which two words best describe Godzilla.  We will work with these two character traits as we compose one example four-measure “practice composition” that accurately represents the traits of Godzilla. 

As a full group, we will discuss possible notes, rhythms, and sound effects that may be used in the composition to most effectively represent the character traits chosen from the Sample Character Traits learning object.  We will use Sibelius or Finale Notepad to write a simple composition (one melody line only).  By composing the selection together, the students can see the full process before they are set free to compose a four-measure selection individually. The Godzilla “practice composition” will allow students to hear how music can clearly represent character traits.  This “practice composition” process should take approximately 30 minutes. 



	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Most definitely:  Breaking down a character in a familiar story into two very distinctive character traits encourages critical thinking and problem solving.  The musical composition process is in itself inherently creative and requires individual innovation and creative thinking.  Additionally, the beginning composition process will be taught in the full-group and our “practice composition” will be written as a full class, thereby fostering communication and collaboration skills.
     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.
Because we are representing character traits from stories, tie-in to applicable skills in reading and writing is definitely taking place.  In addition, literary summary skills are being honed, as students need to summarize the actions and personalities of a character in a story into two simple words that describe that character.

Music composition is always taking place in our world, and as music is defined as a core subject area, the art of original composition is certainly current.  Amazing music composition software is available for very little or no cost, and it is valuable for the students to have experience using these programs.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	Students will have the opportunity to work at their own pace through this activity.  Students with special needs will at first be paired with a student who can help figure out the Sample Character Traits learning object and how to pair character traits with characters in a story.

I will set different “Compositional Tracks” within the compositional process, and the students and I will together choose which path they should follow.

Level A:  Choose from the following rhythmic note values:  whole, half, quarter, and eighth.  Choose from the following notes: C,D,E,F,G.  Write for one voice/instrument.  Write four measures total.

Level B:  Choose from the following rhythmic note values:  whole, half, quarter, eighth, or any dotted rhythm.  Choose from the following notes:  C,D,E,F,G,A,B,C (octave above).  Write for up to two voices/instruments.  May add up to two additional measures, if needed.

Level C:  Choose from the following rhythmic note values:  whole, half, quarter, eighth, sixteenth, or any dotted rhythm.  Choose from the following notes: C,D,E,F,G,A,B,C (octave above), or any sharp or flat.  Write for up to three voices/instruments.  May add up to four additional measures, if needed.

“Expert Composers” will be identified in the class and may be asked for assistance: students who have proven success with music composition and compositional software.

Because I will be away from my own computer while the students are writing, I will be available to work one-on-one with students who require additional support and assistance.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	Students will choose character traits from the Sample Character Trait learning object that truly are accurate descriptors of the character in the story they have chosen.  Students will write a composition that musically portrays a specific character trait from a character in the story they have chosen.  


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

After doing a trial-run of this learning activity, I discovered that some students will be unfamiliar with the definitions of a few words on the Sample Character Traits learning object.  A dictionary (either a book or online) might be necessary for some students to complete the assignment, although students could easily skip the unfamiliar words and only use familiar works as their chosen character traits.


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Students will then choose a story of their own and will again utilize the Sample Character Traits learning object to determine which two words best describe one of the characters in their chosen story.  They will then compose a four-measure individual composition that represents the traits of the character.  We will spend one class period on this learning activity.

Students may write for their own instrument or voice part, a prepared Orff instrument, or a computer-produced sound source.  Students will write their compositions directly on either Sibelius or Finale Notepad, depending on which laptop they are working.  Within Sibelius and Finale Notepad, students will be able to manipulate the sound source and write for an instrument not readily available to them in our own classroom, if they so choose.

Our composition unit in 7th grade is a major part of our 3rd quarter, and this would be a wonderful learning activity within our unit on Musical Theater, Opera, and Drama.  The characterization through music fits perfectly there and helps the students to breakdown a larger, more complicated form of dramatic composition.

After the learning activity is complete and students have finished their compositions, we will take a whole class period to play the completed compositions for the class and use peer review to comment on each composition.  Our peer review process involves giving two “thumbs up” comments (positive remarks and praises) and two “think about this” comments (constructive criticisms, paired with suggestions for possible change) for each composition.

Students will be able to burn the mp3 of their composition to a CD or flash drive so that they can take the composition home with them to share with their families and friends.

Additional Related Resource:

Composing for The Nightingale

http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/content/2251/


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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