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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name:  Carolyn Anders

	District/School or Organization: Hoehne School District RE3


	Subject Area/Topic:  Math/Measurement
	Grade Level(s): Kindergarten



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Learning Object

	Colorado State Math Standard 5
5 Students use a variety of tools and techniques to measure, apply the results in problem-solving situations, and communicate the reasoning used in solving these problems.
	Turtle Pond
http://illuminations.nctm.org/ActivityDetail.aspx?ID=83



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes: 

The interactive “Turtle Pond” will be used primarily as a closure activity for this integration plan.  However, I will post a link for this interactive on the classroom computers for students to use at a later date to keep their measurement skills sharp.  This time the students will use it as a learning center and It will be viewed as an enrichment tool.  


Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: 
I will use the computer lab and have the students work in pairs.  
I will have their high school buddies in the lab to provide assistance during this activity as needed.  However, their buddies will not do the activity for them.  




	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:
I will need the assistance of high school buddies to ensure success for all the students using the interactive.  High school buddies will assist with the access of the interactive website, keep students focused and on task, and facilitate the recording of the steps students use to move the turtle to the pond if required.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

I will need to have pencils, crayons and clipboards with several sheets of graphing paper prepared for each pair of students.  Graph paper will need to be cut to the specifications of the graph on the interactive and attached to the clipboards.
Before students engage in the interactive Turtle Pond, instructions will be given on how to manipulate the turtle during the activity and the goal will be clarified for the students.

I will need to consider when I can schedule the computer lab and ensure that all computers are working properly and have internet connections.  I will also need to coordinate the scheduled time with their high school buddies.



Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the learning object(s)? 

	Kindergarten students will enter the lab with their supplies and log on as usual.  When they are ready their high school buddy will assist them with accessing the interactive on the internet.  Each pair of students will work cooperatively to complete the assignment.  The students will be required to apply measurement skills to move the turtle from the starting point to the pond.  They will use their knowledge of measurement by counting the squares on the graph and moving the appropriate number of squares both vertically and horizontally.  One student will be responsible for plotting the course by measuring, recording and giving directions to their partner.  Their partner will be responsible for following directions and using the interactive to complete their assignment.  Each time the pair successfully achieve their goal with the interactive they will trace the recorded path with a crayon.  The partners will switch jobs after each completion or a twenty minute time period, to ensure that both students have the opportunity to work with the interactive and are responsible for measuring.  
When students do the interactive for the second time they will be required to plot a different course to the pond and challenged to discover as many different ways as possible to achieve their objective.  


	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills.

Students will enhance technological skills and apply background knowledge by transferring information from paper and pencil activities to computer skills.  This activity will also challenge students to develop critical thinking, communication and problem solving skills.  The learning object also helps students see how mathematics is all around them and part of their daily life.

	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate and up-to-date information in core subject areas.

Students continually need to measure, and using this interactive will strengthen their measurement and problem solving skills.  It also helps them develop communication skills by having them sequentially give directions to a classmate to achieve their objective.     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	My advanced students will do the same activity as the other students the first time.  The second time they do the activity I will click on the bushes and place obstacles in their path, which will make it more challenging to get to the pond.

My ESL student will have the buddy help him with measuring, plotting the course and giving directions.  As the activity progresses the high school buddy will gradually withdraw their assistance according to the success of the ESL student.



	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students that will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I will expect to see the students engaged and excited about the activity. I believe they will converse with each other and share their success with groups close to them, as well as myself and their high school buddy.  I expect to see them helping each other with their task and asking their high school buddy for help if it is required by using a quiet voice.


Part 5 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Notes:  

This learning object will be used at the conclusion of my measurement unit.  During the unit the students do a wide variety of activities using both nonconventional and conventional measurement techniques.  The children will already by accustomed to measuring using graph paper. During the measurement unit they use graph paper for several activities including charting distance and the growth of their dinosaur.  (www.stevespangler.com)  Toward the conclusion of my measurement unit I do activities which involve measuring the distance from our classroom to places such as the library and computer lab.  As a class we measure and document the distance using graph paper.  Each unit on the graph paper represents one foot.  We discuss the measurement and documentation process, as well as the direction we need to go.  I feel that these activities will prepare the students for using the interactive “Turtle Pond”. 
Before the students use the learning object I will show them “Turtle Pond” on the computer in our classroom and explain how to use the site.  I will show them the functions of the arrow keys, eraser, and help them make the connection that the areas at the bottom are set up and mean the same thing as the arrows on our tape recorder.  We will discuss the objective of the activity and how students are supposed to work together to complete the task and document it using graph paper.
After the students have completed “Turtle Pond”, we will return to the classroom and do a jigsaw to discover how many different ways we are able get to the pond.  I will collect the paths students created on their graph paper to use as an assessment to check for their understanding of how to use the interactive and their knowledge of direction and measurement.  I will put a link for “Turtle Pond” on the desk top of the classroom computers so children can use it again at a later date for a learning center.
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