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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan


	General Information

	Name: Bianca Katz


	District/School or Organization: Poudre School District



	Subject Area/Topic: English/Language Arts, Reading and Writing
	Grade Level(s): 9




Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	IRA/NCTE Standards
4 - Students adjust their use of spoken, written language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a selected audience.

5 - Students employ strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with audiences for a specific purpose.


	Letter Generator

http://readwritethink.org/materials/letter_generator/



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students will work either from computer labs at the school or from home or other remote locations.  Students take their entire course online and by the time they complete this assignment their computers should be configured properly.

In addition, the ReadWriteThink site provides a link to additional plug-ins in case they are needed.  

Tool requirements listed by the site include flash player, shockwave and Adobe reader, all of which are ready on the student systems.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

All materials are implemented in advance within the course.  This will be part of a unit in the online course.

Students learn from the very beginning of the course proper netiquette and the use of online resources for proper interaction with both the facilitator and peers.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students have access to computers that are already setup to handle this material.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	The ninth grade English students are expected to effectively write letters.  Using the letter writing tool students will create a letter to an author. They will utilize the various parts of the letter, correctly identify their audience and then use language and formatting specific to their purpose.

Using the letter generator, each student will develop a letter of 800 to 1000 words to the author of a book he/she especially liked or disliked.
The student will format the letter correctly; following the step-by-step directions given in the letter generator to tell the author how reading his or her work changed his/her way of thinking about the world. Students should make a connection between themselves and a character or an event in the story.  Students should also ask questions of the author and expand on meaning.

Students will avoid summarizing the plot of the book because the author who wrote the story already knows what happened. What the author doesn’t know is the way the book affected other people.  The student’s writing should be personal, and conversational, while at the same time acknowledging the professionalism of the author and the significance of the work.

It is anticipated that students should spend approximately 1-55 minute class period to complete this assignment.  However, due to the independent study nature of the assignment, students may spend less or more time on it, as long as they meet the requirements.

Once students have completed the learning activity they will print out their final copy and submit it to the instructor.  Students may either submit their letter in person to their instructor, or send in the assignment.  This is standard procedure in the classes and the students are used to this submission format. 



	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

This activity will focus on creativity, innovation and critical thinking as students develop their own ideas about literature and its effect on their lives. It will also foster communication by convincingly sharing with others, specifically the selected author.

     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

To create their piece, students will need to search the Internet to find out current contact information about the author. This enhances both their problem solving and research skills.  If an author is already dead, the students will still be required to supply some sort of contact information within their letter. This will require a search for a publisher, museum, or likely address where the letter could be sent.

     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	This activity allows for great differentiation based upon individual student needs. Students select their own author, therefore engaging at their reading level and style, and make their own determination about the importance of the author's work. This activity also allows for flexibility of time allotment, submission length, and use of resources.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?



	Because this activity lacks face-to-face interaction, students will be able to contact the facilitator to ask questions and confirm ideas by coming into the classroom, emailing or phoning the instructor. 

Students will craft a letter that uses proper formatting, an understanding of audience, and an effective expression of their own ideas in the critique of another person's work.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

The letter generator does not allow for the saving or filing in electronic format. This means that letters must be printed and submitted directly to the instructor.

Because the letter generator breaks down the letter into each component part, it might be good to have a series of self-check questions about the structure of the letter to reinforce these ideas.

This activity took me about 25 minutes to complete, but I would anticipate students needing twice that amount of time because they would be less proficient in searches and letter development.

There are also instructions at the end of the activity for the correct addressing of an envelope. Depending on time constraints, and the needs of the student, this might be a good, quick follow-up activity.




Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This activity will be part of a letter writing section of a unit.  To begin, students will examine the various parts of a letter and their effective use in communication.  Students will explore the need to consider audience, work on their thesaurus skills with the use of the word processor to change word choice and then critically reflect on writing style to expound on their personal preferences in the world of literature.

The advantage of this learning activity is that it gives students real-world hands-on experience. They can take the knowledge that they have learned and show off their mastery skills.

The need for research to find the author’s address, and perhaps other personal information about the author, is in active use of 21st-century skills.

Students also creatively reflect on literature and how it impacts them.

For authors that are living, the students may be given the opportunity to send the letters to the authors, expanding on their letter writing experience.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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