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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: Bob Siemens


	District/School or Organization: Englewood Schools


	Subject Area/Topic: Reading/Compare-Contrast
	Grade Level(s): 3



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	NETS: 

• Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. Students apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes. 

• Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. Students: interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, employing a variety of digital environments and media.

• Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources
http://www.iste.org/Content/NavigationMenu/NETS/ForStudents/2007Standards/NETS_for_Students_2007_Standards.pdf
Colorado: Reading and Writing: Standard 1 (a)

Students read and understand a variety of materials. In order to meet this standard, students will use comprehension skills such as previewing, predicting, inferring, comparing and contrasting, re-reading and self-monitoring, summarizing, identifying the author's purpose, determining the main idea, and applying knowledge of foreshadowing, metaphor, simile, symbolism, and other figures of speech.


	Interactive Venn Diagram 

http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=28&title=

http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=559&title=




Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

For reference: (lesson plan)

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=261
Demonstrate activity to whole group using computer and projector, students complete activity in groups


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:




	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Need wireless access for laptops, and access to printer.

Laptops will need a Flash enabled browser.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	After students have read the 3 different versions of Cinderella, use the learning object to compare/contrast the different versions. Prior to the activity, groups would generate a list of terms that describe the setting, characters, events, and plots of each of the stories. Then the groups would add descriptive labels to the Venn Diagram after reaching consensus as a group. The diagrams would be printed, and groups would report their conclusions to the whole class, which would lead to a discussion if there are differences between different groups. To facilitate the use of the learning object, the teacher would demonstrate its use with the whole group using a projector.

	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how. Critical thinking skills- compare/contrast, analyze and evaluate evidence, listen to alternative points of view. Draw conclusions and synthesize information. 



	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Yes, linked to reading standards

     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	• Allow students to read versions of Cinderella at their own reading level. 

• Provide choice of different versions of the Venn Diagram 

If students have difficulty with the open-ended nature of the activity, you can provide a lower level learning object, which provided the labels for students to drag, and gives feedback for correct answers. 
http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=559&title=




	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	Monitor the groups to see if they are having trouble with the technical aspects of dragging boxes, or entering data. Observe the discussions of the group, asking probing/guiding questions. Are all students engaged and on-task?


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  At first, I had the “feedback” Venn Diagram as the only activity that students could choose. I felt that the “feedback” nature of the activity negatively impacted the higher level thinking involved, as students got instant feedback if their answer was in the correct place. That might be OK for a “starter” activity, or for students who need some help with higher level thinking, but I preferred the open-ended Venn Diagram. I think it provided more opportunity for discussion, and for students to articulate their thoughts with their peers. After my run through, I think that the activity, including demonstration and follow-up discussion will take about an hour, not including the time for students to read the three versions of the story. 




Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This would be just one activity in a reading lesson targeting compare and contrast. 

Earlier lessons would be comparing/contrasting 2 stories or events, using a graphic organizer.

(http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson275/compcon_chart.pdf)

Follow up lessons would be comparing/contrasting elements of literature (character, plot, setting, etc) using different stories (not different versions of the same story.) 




http://www.thinkfinity.org
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