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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: Katie  Carroll
	District/School or Organization:   Swink School Dist #33

	Subject Area/Topic:  Language Arts

What is life like at the checkpoints on the Iditarod Sled Dog Race?
	Grade Level(s):  6-8 




Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Colorado Reading and Writing Standard 
· 5.3 using organizational features of electronic text such as bulletin boards, database keyword searches, and e-mail addresses to locate information when technology is available; 

· 5.4 using strategies to gain information from journals, research studies, and technical documents
	Map of Alaska from Xpedition Atlas

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/atlas/index.html?Parent=usofam&Rootmap=usak&Mode=d



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:  The teacher will explain the expectations of the students and then they will use online resources to fulfill these expectations.




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:




	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  Walk around the room to monitor the sites that the students are one.  Keep them engaged and answer any questions they may have regarding the different sites.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Use http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page to help find information about life at the checkpoints.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity
	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	Student will use the learning objects to understand                    Students will use the learning objectives to understand the vast landscape of Alaska.  The map will help students understand the size of Alaska.  Introduce them to the map of the Iditarod.  Let them explore the different checkpoints.  Pair the students up by ability level.  Assign each group a checkpoint on the Iditarod.  Each group will need to complete information about their checkpoint’s location.  This information can be found on www.wikipedia.com .  They will need to:  locate it on the map of Alaska, population total in the 2000 Census, per capita Income, special prize given to first musher to arrive at Checkpoint.  Once all the information is completed use www.iditarod.com to track the race leaders.  When the leader gets to the checkpoint the students who have this information will present the checkpoint to the class.


	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

The students will collaborate with the other students in their group to decide on the important facts that need to be expressed about their checkpoint.
     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Yes, by using the resources available online the students can obtain up to the minute accuracy in their data.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	The groups of students will be chosen by the teacher.  This can help integrate your higher and lower ability levels of your students.  The information is easily accessed without using many websites.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	The indicators to look for are common terms used by the students in their online search.  The amount of excitement and knowledge of the checkpoints displayed by students will shoe how effective this lesson is. 


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

Make sure that your lab is able to go to the links provided.  Make sure you know exactly what you want the students to know about each checkpoint.  This lesson will take 2-3 days to obtain all of the information and depending on the length of the race it could take 10-15 days for the race to reach all the checkpoints.


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This activity goes along with the reading story in the 6th Student Anthology Great Serum Race from McGraw Hills Treasures reading series.  It connects the past with the present.  The Iditarod began as a race against time to get a serum to Nome, Alaska for diphtheria.  It is also a great tie in for a current events unit on the Iditarod.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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