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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: Regina Garcia

	District/School or Organization: Pueblo City Schools


	Subject Area/Topic:  Fossils
	Grade Level(s):  2nd Grade



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Learning Object

	Colorado Academic Benchmarks

Standard 3: Students know and understand the characteristics and structure of living things, the processes of life, and how living things interact with each other and their environment.
3.3 fossil evidence helps identify organisms that once lived on Earth but have completely disappeared (for example: dinosaurs, dodo bird, woolly mammoth and saber tooth tiger)
	American History of National History
http://www.amnh.org/ology/paleontology#channel



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: 

 I have a Projector in my classroom and will be able to pull up websites that students can gain information and learn more about fossils.
Notes:  

We are able to visit the computer lab twice a week.  Each student will have a computer to work on.  The lab also has a projector and students will have some guidance at first but then will be able to interact individually.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:
While in the computer lab I will use the projector to give students direct instruction and step by step guidance.  I have a college student helper that will assist me.  Students will be able to explore and navigate a variety of links about fossils and also view an array of videos.  During this time students will write down three facts about fossils.  Students will be allowed to print one picture of a fossil. 



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:
Students will bring their headphones so each may listen and navigate to different links within the Paleontology website.  I will also make sure with the Media Resource Teacher that the Flash player is up to date for this activity so it can go on without  any problems. 


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the learning object(s)? 

	We will read and learn about fossils over a two week time frame. During this time students will learn how fossils are made and where fossils are found. Students will be able to spend time looking up information and facts about fossils. I will have specific requirements that students need to find and write on a recording sheet that I will provide. Once students find the information asked for they will be able to move on to the next link or website. I will enlist the help from the Media Specialist and the college student helping in my class to help monitor and guide students to keep them on task. 

	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills.

This activity supports students’ development  and follows Colorado Science Standard 3: 3.3 fossil evidence helps identify organisms that once lived on Earth but have completely disappeared (for example: dinosaurs, dodo bird, woolly mammoth and saber tooth tiger).  I will also have a lesson using the CPS /Clickers to wrap up what students learned about fossils.

	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate and up-to-date information in core subject areas.

This activity aligns and supports students’ acquisition of current, accurate and up to date information in our core subject area as it follows right with two of our story selections about fossils.  This activity will reinforce information and facts that students are learning. 
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	To help meet the needs of diverse learners I will modify the amount of information they will need to find by having them go to specific links for the information. This will help assure success for them.  


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students that will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	Things I should expect to see from students are as follows:  Students should be able to tell me where fossils are found; example: sandstone, shale, and outcrops. Students should be able to tell me some Do’s and Don’ts about fossil hunting; example: Do make sure it is okay to dig and find fossils in a certain area, and Don’t ever go fossil hunting alone. Students should be able to name some of the fossils or at least write the name down of a few fossils from the link mentioned above.  


Part 5 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Please keep in mind this is a two week study about fossils. This learning activity will better enhance the lesson because it will give students further knowledge and a better understanding about fossils. This website provided by Thinkfinity is child friendly and easy for students to understand.  This past summer I visited the Florissant Fossil Bed in Teller County.  I was able to collect a box full of shale in which fossils can be found (if they’re lucky) between the layers.  Students will be given their own piece of shale to try and find a fossil during a small group rotation so I may provide individual help during this time. I will use a variety of strategies to meet the needs of diverse learners in this lesson.  I will implement instruction in the following ways: I will take students to the computer lab to research and gather information about fossils.  Next, students will use the CPS and clickers for visual learners and kinesthetic learners, oral instruction, questioning, directions, and Kagan cooperative discussions for auditory learners, and using context clues, pictures, and other reading strategies to pronounce unknown words in the text.  I have integrated many multiple intelligences to meet the diverse needs of students as well.  Adding new vocabulary to the word wall supports the linguistic intelligence.  Also, giving students numerous opportunities to discuss ideas and explain with their shoulder partner before sharing with the whole class supports interpersonal intelligence.  In addition, giving students an opportunity to share their thinking with just one other person (shoulder partner) supports the needs of ESL (linguistically diverse) students. The shoulder partner situation can also support students who have a learning disability or are not as strong academically.  Students will then be given a piece of shale to try and find/discover their own fossil for an inquiry investigation.  Blooms Taxonomy will play a part in this activity in regards to higher level thinking skills.  Finally, using the CPS (clickers) provides 100% accountability from each student, even from those who normally shy away.



http://www.thinkfinity.org
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