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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: Kylie Elson
     
	District/School or Organization: Pueblo City Schools Goodnight
     

	Subject Area/Topic: Reading
	Grade Level(s): 3rd
     


Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Colorado State Standard

Language Arts Standard 1: Students read and understand a variety of materials.
1. B Summarize text passages.

21st Century Skills
Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information 

Use digital technologies (computers, PDAs, media players, GPS,  etc.), communication/networking tools and social networks appropriately to access, manage, integrate, evaluate and create information to successfully function in a knowledge economy 

NCTE/IRA Standards

3 - Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts.

	Student Use:

Esperanza Rising Story Summary Worksheet

http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson_images/lesson739/The%20Story_Worksheet.pdf



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:

Before the students use the worksheet I will have the students watch video clips from the Thinkfinity web site. These videos are from the PBS channel and are very informational.   I will also review the other lessons found on the EDsite LaunchPad website.  It walks the students through the book chapter by chapter.  It has great information on Dust Bowls, Great Depression, and migrant workers.


Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Prior to this lesson the students will be whole group and I will be using the projector for video clips.
For this activity students will be working in groups of two.  They will work with their shoulder partner.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

I will give specific directions and the students will be able to coach each other through the worksheet.
Cooperative Grouping: They will be working with their shoulder partners so that they can help each other.  


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Copy of the book Esperanza Rising one per table.
Pictures of the time period up around the room.




Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	1.  I will pass out copies of Esperanza Rising.  One per table.
2. I will post the pictures of The Great Depression, Dust Bowl and Migrant Camps around the room.

3. I will pass out the worksheets.  One per pair.

4. Students will be working with their shoulder partner. They will complete the handout on Esperanza Rising.

5. Then they will take their answers from the worksheet and write a summary of the book.  


	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

     The students will learn through communication and collaboration during this lesson.  They will have to work together to find the answers together.  They will have to discuss what they have seen and heard in the book and the video clips to answer the questions on the worksheet.  

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Students will learn up to date information on the great depression, dust bowl and migrant camps.  They will use this up to date information that they learned to comprehend the book Esperanza Rising.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	The higher leveled students will be working side by side with students that will need help.  They can also walk around and help other teams that might get stuck on a problem.  Students that are lower do not have to write they can tell their team member what they think and the team member can help the student with the response. 


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	Students will be eager to answer the questions.  I will hear students saying “I remember” or “do you remember”.  They will also be discussing how they would have felt in that situation and talking about how different things are now.  Students will show enthusiasm about the assignment and show how much they enjoyed the book.  Students will ask for the websites of the videos so that they can share the videos with their family.  I know in the past students have borrowed the book to share with their family so I expect them to ask to share the websites as well.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

The students will love the video clips and I think that they were very shocked to see how bad the people had it back in the early 1900’s.  I think that they know that they were surprised by the book but the pictures and videos will teach them even more.  I think that when I really do the lesson I want to have the students use the clickers to answer the questions instead of a worksheet.  I think that the rest of the lesson was exciting because we were using technology but to improve for next time I want to use the clickers.  I did not have the technology for this lesson to use the clickers but I will have it for future classes.  The worksheet was really good.  I think that the students will answer the questions honestly and put a lot of feeling and emotion into their response. The videos will take about 25 minutes to watch different sections that I thought were age appropriate.  Students will need around 30 to 45 minutes depending on how deeply they answer their questions.  My expectations are very realistic everyone will be able to succeed in this activity.  Some students may need more help than others but they will all be able to complete the activity.


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Before getting started with the worksheet the students will go to the media center to watch the video Surviving the Dust Bowl. Then we would watch the quick interview of Pam Munoz Ryan using the projector.  This interview really gives the student the author’s point of view and history.

Surviving the Dust Bowl film:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/dustbowl/
Interview with Pam Munoz Ryan:

http://www.readingrockets.org/books/interviews/ryan
Teacher Use:  This reference is mainly for the teacher.  It provides ideas for an entire unit.  

This is a photo essay web page.  Some pictures are graphic and I would not use them in the classroom.  These pictures will be printed out and placed around the room while the students are answering the questions.

http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/depression/photoessay.htm
This is the end assessment of our read aloud book Esperanza Rising.  We have been studying the history that goes along with the time frame of the story.  When something came up in the book we would stop and discuss what was going on.  I was able to use the Thinkfinity’s site to extend the knowledge of my students and develop a stronger background knowledge base of the things that were happening in history during the time frame of this book.  The site actually had great ideas for an entire unit that would go very well with Esperanza Rising.  It also had a very good interview with the author of the book.  Watching and listening to Pam Munoz Ryan takes the book to a whole other level.  Every year I read this book aloud to my class during the Thanksgiving season.  This book shows the students that there is a lot to be thankful for.  Every single student in my classroom has it better than the main character in the story.  I think this book also teaches the students to hope and dream and shows them that hard work really pays off.  This book is a great example of how spoiled kids are in this day and age and how we take a lot for granted.  This book really allows all students to take a look at them and evaluate their life and help them set their own goals.
Here is a really good website for teachers.  It has an entire unit that you can use for the book Esperanza Rising.  Within the unit there are really great video clips of the Dust Bowl, Migrant Camps, Great Depression, and an interview with Pam Munoz Ryan!

EDsite Launch Pad Pam Munoz Ryan’s Esperanza Rising 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/LaunchPad/Launch-Esperanza.html


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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