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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: Chris Delaney-Haynes

	District/School or Organization: Telluride Middle School


	Subject Area/Topic: Science/Local Ecosystems
	Grade Level(s): 6- 8



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Learning Object

	CO State Standard Life Science: 1) Human activities can deliberately or inadvertently alter ecosystems and their resiliency.
21st Century: Creativity, critical thinking, communication, collaboration
	Family Xpeditions Presentation Tool: Print Press
http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=530&title


Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes: Even though I will be demonstrating the interactive to get students started, my role will be that of facilitator, supporter, and resource person. I will use Print Press as an assessment tool because it is the vehicle for students to deliver and communicate their data. I will also use Print Press as an enrichment tool for the same reason and because it provides an opportunity for students to create and display their understanding of the content deeply.



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

The laptop lab has 22 computers set up to access the Internet through wireless. 
Color printer and paper for printing Print Press brochure, booklet, newspaper, or flyer.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: I will demonstrate Print Press and provide examples so students know how their research will be presented. Students will work in groups of 4 to plan their presentation and gather information. To create the Print Press media students will regroup to pairs and write their copy to fit the Print Press media they’ve chosen.  I will observe students, listen to their discussion, and offer help as needed. I will also encourage students to help each other.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: I will make sure laptops have latest version of Flash.I will use an LCD projector, and mimio for demonstration. I will provide a camera for each group and check out a scanner for images. I will have a printed example of a Print Press brochure, newspaper, booklet, and flyer. Flash is needed for Print Press and I will make sure each laptop has Flash installed and updated. The Print Press URL will be posted on the class Web page. Print Press prints but does not save so I will schedule a 2 period block (90 minutes) to use this interactive. Students will have their copy prepared prior to using Print Shop. I will check to make sure the printer is working and has paper.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the learning object(s)? 

	Students will be randomly assigned to groups of 4 to plan, research and write. Following a demonstration of Print Press each group of 4 students will select 2 of the Print Press media -- brochure, newspaper, booklet, or flyer --  to summarize and present their research of local ecosystems. Pairs of students will edit the copy and create the media. 

	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills. ?  The interactive provides 4 products for students to produce creative presentations of their research. Students would collaborate and communicate as they brainstormed, planned, and produced their media.  Critical thinking and problem solving will be needed for the research and writing. Students would also have to determine how to reach their audiences, what information to gather, and how best to present it in each of the formats. 


	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate and up-to-date information in core subject areas. By researching local ecosystems and summarizing the information through Print Press, students will make connections between life science and their environment.  They will also use their writing to express and share their information with others.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	Differentiation will be necessary in the research and the writing phases. Groups will have planning and research guidelines. As groups decide what jobs each member will do, I’ll assist on a case-by-case basis. ELL students will be able to work with at least one other same language ELL within groups of 4 (even though groups are random, some rearranging may have to occur) and I’ll utilize the assistance of our ELL teacher or paraprofessional. I’ll coach high and low students in both research and writing to ensure a successful media presentation.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students that will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	As I move from group to group I’ll observe and listen to discussions. The planning phase will enable me to see if the group has an understanding what they will do with their research. Student writing will help me determine if students have digested and summarized their research. The Print Press interactive will bring their work together.


Part 5 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This activity will be part of a larger unit about the regional watershed and integrate math, science, social studies, English, art, music, and drama.  Students will study the local ecosystems, collect and analyze data, study local geology and mining. The unit will utilize local literature, maps, the local museum, and the local library. Students will be able to physically interact with their environment to study the river and riparian habitat. Field trips will take them to mines, streams, and wetlands and students will work with regional experts. Local mining controversies will be studied as well. Students will ultimately analyze the benefits and costs of past, present, and future effects of mining, gas, and oil drilling on and nearby local watersheds and how it affects current and future health and lifestyles. 
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