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	General Information

	Name: 


	District/School or Organization: Colorado Online Learning


	Subject Area/Topic:  Spanish
	Grade Level(s):  9-12



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Communication, Connections (national standards) (which also align to state standards)
	Daily Life of a Spanish Girl; 
Learning Object: http://www.oxfam.org.uk/coolplanet/ontheline/explore/journey/spain/daylife1.htm



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:

Using the learning object here, I will be able to help students understand the differences between a young girl from Spain and their own schedule and life.  As it is an excellent way to enrich the cultural presentation of this kind of lesson, I would use it both as a central focus of the lesson plan for that purpose and as an enrichment tool in the big picture of the lesson.
I don’t have a SmartBoard to use with the PowerPoint but I intend to use Brainstorming and Peer Partner Learning along with maybe even some Interviewing to increase the interactive nature of the lesson object.  This will be built into a lesson on the Spanish vocabulary for family and for cultural enrichment.


Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

I figure I would use the resources outlined online along with PowerPoint that I will make in order to help students understand these differences and acquire the vocabulary they need to talk about these topics.
I think this would be a great area to have students do a little bit of research about their own heritage and learn additional cultural practices about their own family’s ethnic group and come to share – perhaps they could be partnered in groups of two or three to put together some kind of a presentation and then share it with the class.  They might make posters or a PowerPoint or even a skit that might share with the entire group something unique to their own cultural identity.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  Since in part this will be direct instruction, I will be giving instruction directly for part of the lesson and for the projects that may be assigned (cooking, history, etc.) I will give specific instructions to students as they are assigned to collaborate in groups together on this.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

A handout with the vocabulary words on it would be helpful for students to have to study outside of class.  Students may also want to make flashcards (online or paper).


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	Students will be put at computers in groups of two to view the website to see about Paz’s normal and typical day.  They will make notes as they view it about the similarities and differences in their own school day.  As they discuss this and then take notes, they will prepare to share their observations with the entire class.



	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.
Yes, it will.  It will allow students to think critically about family structures and will also involve communication goals as well as collaboration if we would choose to do additional activities (cooking, history, etc.).
     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Yes.  It easily lends itself to talking about historical areas – the conquistadores and how it is that so many of the countries in Central and South America have traditions similar to those in Spain because of the Spanish influence, etc.  It also lends itself easily to the Spanish language, naturally, as well as other areas such as cooking, art, etc.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	In this kind of an activity, it will be important to try to early-on develop an awareness of the different diverse students in the classroom and try to make activities or gear instruction so that it will be something that will appeal to the learning styles of those in the room.  
Students can make a Venn Diagram to take notes during the PowerPoint to help them organize information.  The PowerPoint can be given to the students to review since our district server doesn’t allow anything bigger than a 20mb upload – it may be possible to put it online for students to review at home.  They may even desire to share it with their families.  Most students come to class with jump drives and it could easily be transferred to students by an aide in the classroom if they would like it.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I will expect to hear that they like the activities; that they think it is fun to talk about cultures and traditions of families (their own and those we are learning about here); that they like to learn the new vocabulary in Spanish, that they are eager to practice what they are learning. These things will tell me that the instruction is effective and working for the students.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

I prepared a PowerPoint Presentation using the Thinkfinity resources as a resource and to help introduce and present the differences between the family for Mexico, Puerto Rico, and Spain as well as introduce the family vocabulary for students.  This is an important cultural lesson that helps the student to think beyond the US borders to try to begin to understand the big picture of culture in the world and is a very important part of learning a second language successfully.  



Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.
NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	The Thinkfinity resource site can be used to help complement the unit on the family in our current textbook since what we have is not adequate in comparing cultural differences between the different (21) countries that speak Spanish.  So this is invaluable as it gives the student three cultural avenues to look down as they begin to explore differences.  It provides me, the instructor, with the resource that will help the student begin to understand the complex diversities of the Spanish speaking countries and also will help to introduce and practice the family vocabulary in Spanish.
This learning activity will also help students recognize their own family traditions and practices and instill in them the curiosity about other cultures.
This learning activity will be embedded into an existing unit on family, talking about birthdays, ages, dates, family celebrations, etc., so it will lend itself well to further discovery of cultural practices that will help students towards the goal of meeting the standards for culture and communication as they learn both tools of communication in Spanish and recognize cultural differences through implementing this learning activity.
The assessment on this part of the learning object for the unit will involve a multiple choice exam that will cover both vocabulary words and the cultural aspects / differences of Mexico, Puerto Rico and Spain.  The student will also write a reflection about what he learned about the other cultures (the individual presentations) given in the classroom when the presentations were presented.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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