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	General Information

	Name: 


	District/School or Organization:


	Subject Area/Topic: 
Literacy
	Grade Level(s): 



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Thinkfinity Learning Object

	IRA/NCTE Standards for the English Language Arts
12. Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information). 


	Construct a Word

http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/construct/



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes: Students will practice word families during phonics where they will lean to manipulate initial and final letters in words with their teacher as a whole group activity. When students are introduced to the construct a word the teacher will model how it is used and how to play it, then when it is the students turn to go to that workstation they will be able to explore it themselves.



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

     Other
	Notes:

After the phonics lesson/ intervention has been taught and practiced with the teacher, the students will be divided into groups for work stations.  Some students will complete a worksheet where they practice the skill by changing beginning letters in word families to create new words. Another group of students will roll dice with word families on them to create new words by manipulating initial sounds. The last group will work on the portable lap tops from our school using http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/construct/
Website. When finished they will read their words to a buddy from their group.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: Students have already gone over the rules for using the computers as a workstation. These computer rules established previously apply to the lesson today.
 A timer will be set for 15 minutes. When the egg timer goes off, students will print words from their word bank and take them to their next work station where they will read them to a buddy. 

If anyone has a question or a concern a parent volunteer will oversee this station and assist.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Hardware: headphones instead of speakers will be used
A printer will be needed for printing out word banks


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	1. At the beginning of the lesson we will discuss rhyming words and how they are often generated from word families. We will brainstorm a few together and look at the final vowel and consonants to find a pattern. Then we will practice manipulating words together to come up with more rhyming words using word families.
2. When I am certain that they understand the concept, I will introduce them to the workstations I will use to support this learning idea.  For example I will demonstrate how to play the word family dice game by rolling the dice and creating a word with that word family ending.
3. Next I will go over the worksheet they will be expected to complete. 

4. Finally I will bring them all over to the computer work station and show them how to play the construct a word game and where to find the word bank at the end. They will find that when they try and create a word that does not exist it will not allow them to keep that word in their word bank.

5. When they are finished I will show them how to print out their word bank.

*This activity should take about 1 hour

	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Yes, students will have to decide if the word makes sense to them or not. In addition, student will collaborate after working on the computer by reading their words to each other.

     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Yes, the students will be using technology to assist in their understanding of word families (literacy). They need to be able to identify this decoding strategy to help them grow as readers.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	Students with sensory issues will be allowed to use speakers, and have assistance from the parent helper.

Students who are not yet able to blend sounds together will simply give each letter sound to their partner instead of sliding the sounds together


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	Students will be reading their words to each other once they are finished working on the computers.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

This worked out very well with my students. They enjoyed the activity and were very excited to share the words they had created in their word bank. They also showed a great deal of confidence when they read the words to each other, since the program lets them hear how it sounds after it is created.
Since this was their first time using the program they did stumble a bit when it came time to print out their word bank. But after using it a few more times I believe this will work itself out.


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Beginning first graders need to have a strong understanding of word families. This helps them recognize patterns in words and build their phonemic awareness. 
Using this lesson with the construct a word program learners can independently work on this skill at their own pace.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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