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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: Kelly Anaya
	District/School or Organization: Pueblo City Schools


	Subject Area/Topic:  Language Arts- Writing
	Grade Level(s): 5th-8th     


Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Learning Object

	Colorado State Reading and Writing Standard 2 Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
	Cartoon Creator
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html


Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes: This is a closure to end a comic strip unit. Students have learned previously about comics, its components, and elements. A rough draft storyboard was created on paper prior to this activity. 

The Comic Creator invites children and teens to design their own comic strips. Their creations can be just for fun or as part of more structural learning activities: planning writing activities, before- and after-reading activities, and responding to books.
Now, students work independently using computers with Internet access to complete the task. Individual support or indirect instruction may be required for specific students. 
They then create their own comic using the online Comic Creator. 



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

This student interactive, used in several ReadWriteThink lessons, invites students to compose their own comic strips for a variety of contexts (prewriting, pre- and post reading activities, response to literature, and more). 


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: It is suggested to link this site to your personal school webpage, allowing easier access for students http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/index.html
 Instruct students on the content requirements/story elements (ex. characters, setting, plot, action, conflict, resolution) prior to creation.  



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  Before creating the rough draft and allowing them access to the computers, inform students that the website has limited options such as people, balloons, and prop choices. Students must use the available graphics on the site. No other graphics or clipart can be added or used. Students will need to choose from the templates available. Some students may find the limitations will not allow them to think as creatively as originally plan. Since writer’s block may occur, teacher will assist indirectly to enable students to develop the comic strip using the website in conjunction with their rough draft. Tell students the comic cannot be saved, therefore the comic must be printed. 



Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the learning object(s)? 

	Students will already have created a rough draft prior to this learning object. First, they will be instructed to incorporate their rough draft and develop an online version of their comic strip. Students will access the comic maker website. Next, they need to choose a template for the number of frames in their comic, based on their rough draft. In each frame, students will chose from the limited options of characters, balloons, and props. They will click on each option and drag it into the frame. Options can be deleted by clicking on it and dragging it to the left corner. When the students are finished, they will print their comic strip, since it cannot be saved. Finally, students will print their final comic strip.

	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills.
Learning and Innovations Skills: Students will use writing and communication skills, along with technology to create their own comic strip. Students use a wide range of idea creation techniques (such as brainstorming) to create new and worthwhile ideas (both incremental and radical concepts) .Students elaborate, refine, analyze and evaluate their own ideas in order to improve and maximize creative efforts.


	Explain how the learning activity you have described will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas.
This activity promotes the development to written and creative writing skills as identifies in the 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills and Colorado state reading and writing standards. 
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	When creating rough draft, indirect instruction was initiated. Differentiate teaching by allowing collaborative/cooperative paired groups, for example a high/medium learner with a lower/ ESL, ESS learner. 


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students that will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity? 

	While on the website, I will see students comparing their rough drafts to the online comic maker, along with making adjustments. I will see students manipulating the options on the site to create the final project. I will see students accessing the computer options to print the comic strip. I will see students showing their comic strip to others. I will hear students ask others and me questions, and for our opinions as they create their comic. I will hear students giggling, and see the smiles on their faces as their creation is completed. . 


Part 5 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This learning activity fits within many writing or reading lesson or units. Comics can be used for teaching descriptive, expository, and narrative writing, story elements, characterization, plot, conflict, summarization, grammar, vocabulary, and poetry,  

Teacher may want to create their own assessment or this good comic rubric can be used to assess the project located at http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/gaithsbghs/Depts/ESOL/ESOL@GHS/comic_strip_rubric.htm
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