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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name:   Carol Ward

	District/School or Organization:  Weld RE4/Windsor High School


	Subject Area/Topic:  Colorado History
	Grade Level(s):  9th Grade



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Colorado 21st Century Skills Standards
· History 1:  Use the historical method of inquiry to ask questions, evaluate primary and secondary sources, critically analyze and interpret data, and develop interpretations defended by evidence
· History 2:  The key concepts of continuity and change, cause and effect, complexity, unity and diversity over time
	America on the Move:  Creating Stories Activity Kit

http://historyexplorer.americanhistory.si.edu/search/resource.asp?id=182


Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:  This activity can be done in the classroom or in a computer lab.  Prior to this Activity, I will lecture to students about mining in Colorado and the Railroad in Colorado.  The students will use some of this information to help with their stories.  I will get the pictures from the Library of Congress or from the Colorado Historical Newspaper website to help guide the students in what they are looking at.



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Due to the difficulties in scheduling a lab at my school, I will do this in the classroom.  I will print out pictures for the students to use to create their stories.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  I am going to use the idea presented in this activity.  I plan on give students pictures and having them create an oral history for the people in the pictures.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

This activity will go in my unit on migration into the state.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	I am going to have students look at pictures of migrants into the state during the gold rush and agricultural movements.  I want students to pick one migrant in the mining industry and one in the agricultural industry and describe their life – why did they decided to come to Colorado, what are they doing here and has it made their life better.


	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Yes this lesson will help develop creativity, critical thinking, and communication.  The students will have to be creative with their stories about the migrants coming to the state.  They will also have to think about why the people would want to move here and how life was different for them.  The communication will come with the stories they created.  They will have to look at primary sources to help develop the critical thinking and communication skills needed to tell the story of the migrant.
     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

This information is taken from the historic archives.  Pictures do not change much over time, some may fade, but don’t change.

     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	The way I will differentiate the activity is by shortening the assignment for those that need short assignments or the amount of questions that they must come up with to create the story.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I am not sure what to expect.  In the past I have had students look at pictures and try to answer questions and they complain about the quality of the picture.  They also state that they do not know how to look at a picture and create something from it.  I will have to work through this process and help them come up with some questions that you might ask a person.
I would hope that students would think and learn about why people left their comforts of home to come to a new, not as developed place.  I want students to look at what would drive someone to go to a new place and start a new live.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	I think this lesson would be good if afterwards I have students look at some personal journals or stories about people who came to Colorado to compare and contrast to their stories.  I believe that this activity will help students understand what might bring someone out to the “new frontier” for a change in live.  I hope that it would give them a perspective that they might not have thought about.  This activity should take about a 90 minute class period, as long as the pictures were provided to the students at the beginning of the period.  I would try to provide pictures for the students at the beginning of the activity for them to choose from.  They will choose one or two pictures that capture their attention.



Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Prior to this activity, I will have students learn about gold mining in the state and railroad development in the state.  We will also talk about how colonies started on the Eastern Plains.  After this activity, we will look at how Colorado became a state and political changes in the state after statehood.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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