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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: 

	District/School or Organization:


	Subject Area/Topic:
  Christopher Columbus / Developing a Timeline
	Grade Level(s): 



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	State Standards 1 - Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.

State Standards 2 - Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human experience. 

State Standards 5 - Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes. 

Standards 8 - Students use a variety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.
	Getting To Know Christopher Columbus (Timeline)
 http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/timeline/index.html



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:  Differentiated Instruction
Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:  My particular class requires one-on-one instruction.  It helps if there is a co-teacher or teacher aide available for support.  



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: Read selected material with the students (guided reading).  Provide students with an example of a timeline via smartboard.  Then, assist students in identifying visual text differences (i.e., selecting relevant and specific details from their reading).  



	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  Para-educator assistance is required for this integration plan.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  
· I provided the students with an example of a timeline (not related to the topic) that students had done prior to this class. 
· Monitor effective reading strategies as well.



Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	A.  Introductory Activity (10 minutes)

· Background knowledge of students (Who is Christopher Columbus; What are his accomplishments; What is he famous for, etc…)?
· Explain that for today's activity students are going to use the information from their reading to create a timeline on Christopher Columbus that includes highlighting important dates and events in his life. 

· Provide students with a visual of a timeline they will develop on Thinkfinity (with visual, students will know how to access it).
B.  Learning Activity (25 minutes)

      1.  Have students connect to the interactive Timeline on ReadWriteThink and follow these introductory instructions:

· Enter "The Life and Times of Christopher Columbus" as the Title.
· Enter your own name in the field By.
· Select "Date" from the drop-down menu for Unit of Measure.
· Click on "Next Entry" in the upper right-hand corner of the screen to begin creating your timeline.

     2.  Instruct students to build a timeline made up of at least five key dates found in their reading.  

B.  Closure (10 minutes)

     1.  Remind students to print out their timeline when they are finished working. Monitor students carefully to answer any questions they have while working and keep them on task.


	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Yes, this activity supports all students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills.  It provides the use of technology integration (i.e., computers, smartboard, etc…).
     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

This learning activity will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information.  This lesson is in regard to Christopher Columbus, his life and explorations.  This lesson plans also coincides to what is being taught in other subjects such as their History class.  So students are able to bring what knowledge they are learning in their History class and apply that to their English/Writing class. 

     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	My students all require differentiated instruction.  This is why it is imperative to utilize the co-teacher I have, as well as the teacher aide.  The reading levels of my 9th grade students range from a Level 1 to a Level 3.  So, I have had to modify the reading and find other means of resources so that my lower readers are able to read the material and figure out how to develop a timeline independently (or as much as possible).


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	Indicators will be most effective upon seeing:

· Each Interactive Timeline printout should be different.  I expect to see a lot of interaction amongst peers (i.e., sharing ideas).  However, their work should reflect independent thought and work.  


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

 The reading from Thinkfinity resource is a higher level than what I wanted for the students I have.  However, there were other resources provided that my students could access.  In doing so, they were able to comprehend the material and complete the timeline activity without much struggle. 


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.


	This activity is designed to help pull what background information students have, in regard to Christopher Columbus and his travels, and apply their information into a Timeline.  The activity is engaging and is best learned through interactive activities.   Developing a timeline is a great tool for the classroom to guide students through the process of organizing information in a timeline form and if allotted time, provides the students with a finished product that they can share with their peers.  


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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