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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: Louise Belnay


	Ranum Middle School, Adams County District 50, Westminster,CO

	Subject Area/Topic: Spanish for Spanish Speakers: Literacy 
	Grade Level(s): 6-8


Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Learning Object

	National Standards for Foreign Language Education [image: image1.png]


:

· Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions

· Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics

· Standard 1.3: Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics.

NCTE Standard 8:

8. Students use a variety of technological and informational resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.

	1) CHARACTER TRADING CARDS

URL: http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives
/trading_cards/
2)CHARACTER TRADING CARDS  PLANNING SHEET

URL: http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson932/planning-sheet.pdf



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:

I have included a computer for the teacher as well as checked off “direct instruction” so that it is clear how I am going to approach this activity from start to finish. I am considering the teacher preparation in the content classroom as an essential piece for this interactive to be successful. As we are in first implementation of the new Standards Based System which requires daily assessment of students growth I will be using this activity as a scenario in which I can evaluate student learning and skills in an active setting.


Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other                                                           
	Notes:

1.Before the interactive part of the activity I will give students  a planning sheet . The planning sheet has guide questions on it. The planning sheet is  a pre-writing tool  before  creating the actual cards. Students may have these sheets out and use them during the interactive part of the lesson.

2. Before we move to the computer lab,  I will use a laptop and an LCD projector to give students a short tutorial on the activity and what exactly they will be doing. I will use a character from  one of my favorite books “Esperanza renace” (Esperanza Rising) as an example. 

 Note: If I cannot get an LCD projector, I will show students a transparency I have created. 

3.  I will then fill in the Character Trading Card online or write on the blank transparency of the card I have created if needed.
4. Students will be working in pairs on this activity with two students at each computer.




	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

1. I will review expectations for appropriate behavior in the computer prior to the day of the activity.

2. Students will receive a written direction sheet with rubrics attached  for the actual activity prior to starting. I will review the activity sheet with students in the classroom before we go to the computer lab. Students will be able  to ask their questions at that time as well as discuss the activity components with their partner.

3. There will be at least one other adult supervising the activity in the computer lab in addition to myself. It will probably be the media center/ lab para-professional. I will have conferenced with this individual as to expectations 1-2  days before the class goes to the lab.

4. I will be walking through the lab observing students working and interacting with others and completing a Rove activity.



	
	


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: 

1. I will need a laptop computer  with  Internet capability and an LCD projector.

2. A color printer will be available in the lab for student use. Students will be printing their  trading cards on this computer .

3. Flash Player needs to be downloaded prior to beginning this activity.

4. Character Trading Cards Planning Sheet handout



Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the learning object(s)? 

	1. Student will reinforce character analysis and writing skills by using  the interactive to create  a trading card of at least one of their favorite characters from the book “El ladron del rayo.”

2. I will give students a planning sheet with questions like those presented in the interactive. They will work with their partner to complete the answers to these questions prior to going to the computer lab. Students may use them to help complete the questions on the interactive.

3. Students will then work in pairs at the computer and log on to the website.

4. Student will enter their names, their character’s name and the name of the story and then click enter to proceed.

5. On the next page students will follow and click on series of numbers to answer a question and add information about the character to the trading card. Students will be giving information about the location of the story, a physical description of the character, personality traits, insights, changes in the character throughout the story, opinions about the character, and if they can connect with the character and why.

6. Students will be exchanging opinions and ideas as they take turns completing their cards. Partners will be looking for errors in spelling, grammar, etc. and communicating them and making suggestions to each other.

7.  When finished, they will print the completed card, cut out the two pieces, and tape them together to make a two-sided card. Trading cards always have a photo or drawing of the person on it, so the character card includes space for students to attach or draw a picture.
8. Students will log off, complete their drawings and turn in their cards to me. 
Note: I am planning for 2-3 days in the computer lab. Class periods are 60 minutes long. With their planning sheets completed before staring the interactive, students should be able to  complete the questions in the interactive in one class period. Since this activity cannot be saved, I will have blank copies of the trading cards available for students who could not complete the interactive.

	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration).

This activity addresses creativity and innovation skills by directing students to think more deeply about what they read and challenges them to create their own artifact. Critical thinking skills are addressed by their ability to respond to guide questions which direct them to traits about a character and enhancing their interpretation and analysis skills. In addition, students will use analysis and problem solving skills to draw conclusions about  their characters and communicate their ideas to each other. Communication and collaboration are addressed through conferencing and sharing information with their lab partner and exchanging ideas and critiquing each other’s work.


	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information or reinforce concepts in core content areas.
1. This activity will address literacy skills in both the students’ native language, L1, (Spanish or English ) and  their second language, L2, (Spanish or English). The demographics of the class will most likely be a composite of totally fluent native Spanish speakers  educated in  Mexico and  American-born students whose first language is English but who are partially/ totally  bilingual (Spanish/English).  Linguistically speaking the literacy skills  of a  second language can be enhanced considerably by maintenance and enrichment of literacy skills in the first  language. Therefore, by offering these students a student centered activity in either  Spanish or English which focuses on common literacy skill development the level of fluency in the  “weaker” of the two languages should be improved considerably over time. Students will be working with reading, writing, vocabulary, spelling, grammar forms and structures and  critical thinking skills through this activity.

2. This activity promotes the development and enhancement of written communication skills as identified within the English language / foreign language core curriculum.

     

	


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	1. Support materials will be made available to all students in both Spanish and English (instructions, expectations, etc..)

2. Students who are weak in Spanish reading/writing skills will be allowed to complete a trading in collaboration with a partner .

3. Students may respond to the guide questions in single word or phrase level statements rather than in full sentences if their reading/writing skills are weak.

4. All students will receive a Character Trading Card Planning Sheet prior to actually doing the interactive on which they can make notes, write out answers, etc. 

5. Student s will all receive a list of descriptive words in Spanish and English prior to the activity which they may refer to if needed.

6. Peer Tutoring: Students will be paired with each other by language fluency level. In other words, as the goal of the class is enhanced literacy in Spanish as a route to enhanced literacy in English, a student totally fluent in Spanish will be paired with a student whose skills in Spanish are weaker and in need of more guidance.

7. All questions are open-ended and allow for a variety of fluency levels as well as giving students the option  to determine their level of elaboration.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I will be observing students continually during their completion of the interactive. I expect to hear them discussing their answers with each other, asking for opinions about content, spelling, grammar, making suggestions and critiquing each others’ work as they proceed through the activity. Considering the fact that this activity is being presented to a group of students with widely varying levels of English and Spanish, I also expect to hear lots of questions in both languages about the content questions they are being asked to answer. I also expect  to see the more tech literate students helping  students with less experience on a computer and supporting their progress through the activity.


Part 5 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Research suggests that involving popular culture texts teaching offers students a different way to demonstrate their literacy knowledge and skills and to engage in meaningful literary practices. Finding classroom applications for them can motivate students as they develop important literacy strategies and skills in whatever language is the focus will hopefully provide effective literacy learning opportunities with any reluctant or struggling readers. 

 I have chosen the popular teen novel “El ladron del rayo” (The Lightning Thief) for my native speaker Spanish class. It is a fantasy about a modern 12-year-old boy , Percy Jackson, who learns that his real father is Poseidon, the Greek god of the sea. Percy sets out to become a hero by undertaking a quest across the United States to find the entrance to the Underworld and stop a war between the gods. The novel provides a high-interest, comical introduction to a unit  on ancient Greece and the Greek myths. It sounds like it should work  well if taught together  with mythology and the hero cycle , which are  core component s of most English curriculum frameworks.

This lesson uses trading cards to support students' literacy development in planning for the reading/writing component in Spanish. Using this online, interactive Character Trading Cards tool, students will investigate the way that the questions on it apply to a character(s) in a familiar story. An extension to this lesson could be to have students use these cards to write their own stories, create a comic strip about a character, create  more cards, trade the cards and play a game trying to guess or draw  who the character is.
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