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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: 


	District/School or Organization:



	Subject Area/Topic: 

Language Arts
	Grade Level(s): 

3-4


Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Learning Object

	Language Arts--2.1.a. Describe and draw inferences about the elements of plot, character, and setting in literary pieces, poems, and plays

21st Century Skills—Critical thinking and problem solving; communication and collaboration
	Three Elements of Characterization (worksheet)

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson101/ElementsofCharacterization.pdf



Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Step 1 will be accomplished by direct instruction, modeling the use of the PDF worksheet using a projector and whiteboard or SMARTboard, and document camera.  

Step 2 will be accomplished by small groups, in an interactive instruction mode, working together to determine characteristics of a character in the story their reading group has read, and recording that information on the PDF worksheet.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  The time the teacher spends modeling will clearly show his/her expectations and give specific directions for completion of this learning object.  This process will probably take 20-40 minutes.




	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  The nicest presentation of this learning object will come with each group of students using a color copy of the PDF worksheet (need: color printer)

The lesson can be presented from the computer screen, or better, from a document reader (need: document reader)

I need to gather copies of story(ies) to be used for partner reading and/or following along.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the learning object(s)? 

	1. After reading a story to the class, I will hold a discussion about the story, focusing on characterization. I will tell the students that they will look at the main character’s (the protagonist’s) personality characteristics: looks, actions, and how others react to the character, as shown on the worksheet. I will demonstrate, by soliciting information from students, how they are to record this information on the PDF worksheet, by putting information into the form on the document camera. We will continue until class is certain they have described the character to their best ability.  I will ask them, “Have you described everything you can about this character?”

2. If, or when contradiction comes into the discussion, I will tell students that there is not always just one correct interpretation of a story, and some of the things we write might be contradictory (define contradictory).  We will discuss the handling of contradiction in this process; I will solicit input from class about how they might handle this conflict.  
3. This process can be repeated with the antagonist or another character in the story.
4. I’ll group students by groups who have finished a reading group title (differentiated for reading level), or suggested trade book reading to go with a Reading Unit.  I’ll have them choose a leader and recorder for the group.  They will go through this process of listing elements of character with the main character from their reading material.  The leader will be the questioner: reading the questions from the PDF worksheet.  The recorder will neatly record the group answers as generated by the group, in a round-robin fashion, so that everyone is allowed to contribute. (Students may pass in the round-robin, and give their response following the others in the group. Additionally, following the round-robin, any student may be allowed to suggest additional information.)
5. After completion of the PDF worksheet for the main character in groups, I may ask groups to repeat the process for the antagonist or another character in the book.


	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (Creativity and Innovation, Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration).  This activity will fully support the elements of critical thinking and problem solving as the students delve deeply into the elements of character in literature, and as they encounter conflict in their discussions.  It will also support the communication and collaboration element through effective class discussion, and small group discussion.


	Explain how the learning activity you’ve described will support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information or reinforce concepts in core content areas.  This activity introduces students to the elements of characterization, a critical skill in the reading and interpretation of literature.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	The struggling or emergent reader will be participating in a group discussion on a book that s/he has read, though perhaps with assistance of an adult or another student, or with assistive technology aid.  The discussion portion will be slowed down via use of the round robin technique, allowing those students a fair chance at participation.  The advanced readers will most likely be grouped by the level of reading material they have shared, so they may have the opportunity to go more in depth in their descriptions, and recognize more potential for contradiction between the opinions expressed by their group members.  Advanced group(s) may finish more quickly; therefore it is more likely I’ll ask them to go through this process for other minor characters, with either this worksheet or something more complex (Character Perspective Chart, found at http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson267/chart.pdf).  


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I will expect to see clear expression of characteristics for the characters, using more than just a simple “I like her/him.”  I will expect to see everyone in a group contributing, because they know and understand both the literature and the vocabulary for this activity.  I will expect everyone to be able to answer that the description they have done is complete, and clear, to the best of his/her ability.  If there are contradictions, everyone in the group should be able to clearly explain why.


Part 5 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

This activity is introduced by a reading and vocabulary review, setting expectations for class discussion, and modeling of completion of the worksheet.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This learning activity is an introduction to the concept of elements of character, which should be discussed in relation to most of the literature read.  This is a deep level of literary discussion, going far beyond the level often accomplished in this time of rushed test prep teaching.  The rubric for a literature unit like this would pinpoint varying levels of ability to respond to the prompts on the worksheet, levels of student participation in the group discussion, and use of appropriate vocabulary as presented for the activity, among others.  Other activities with literature will focus on plot, theme, setting, and genre.  Delving deeply into each area is critical to the development of a strong sense of literature and the role it plays in our society.

At completion, I’ll ask, “What do you think of the story now that you have looked at the characters?” “Do you prefer one character over another?” “Do you feel that you have a more thorough understanding of the story after this discussion?”
Following completion, I may allow a direct exchange of ideas, not limited to the structure of the round robin. To do this, I will have to remind students of basic rules of engagement for this type of forum.



http://www.thinkfinity.org

Copyright © 2010 Verizon Foundation. All Rights Reserved.
This document may be reproduced and distributed solely for uses that are both (a) educational and (b) non-commercial. Any reproduction or distribution of this document for any other purpose, including commercial gain, is strictly prohibited.

Revised – 2/22/10

