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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan

	General Information

	Name: 


	District/School or Organization:



	Subject Area/Topic: United States Census
	Grade Level(s): 3-5




Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Colorado Model Content Standard – Economics- Standard 2.3 – Students understand  that government actions and policies, including taxes, spending and regulations influence the operation of economics
	Making Sense of the Census 

http://factfinder.census.gov/home/en/kids/funfacts/funfacts.html
 


Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

I will use the 13 computers with Internet access in my library.

I will also use the LCD projector and laptop.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students will be paired up for this activity.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

Students will be provided instructions for completing the activity.


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	I will first demonstrate how to access the site and then how to use the interactive.  Students will be given 10 minutes of time to become familiar with this website.  The students will then be asked to compare 4 states with our own, Colorado, in the following areas (from the 2000 census):  1. Total population, 2. Age (from 7-9 years old), 3. School enrollment (elementary school).  The information and answers they find will then be recorded on a piece of paper.

	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Students will be working collaboratively while finding the required information from the website.
     

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how. Even though this activity gathers information from the 2000 census, it still is the most up-to-date information we currently have.  This activity could be looked at again once the 2010 census is finished.  The students could then compare statistics from 2000 to 2010 in the same way it was done here.
     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	Because I am pairing students up, it will be easy for me to place certain youngsters together based on their needs.  If one student has trouble reading, I will place a good reader with them.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I expect to hear the students quietly discussing the differences between the states as they collect the required information.  There will no doubt be discussions about which states to choose, at which time I will keep them on task by helping them quickly choose.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  

My first consideration is to make sure the internet is up and running (which occasionally is a problem!)  It would be helpful too if I have the website bookmarked and ready for them to use.  The actual activity will require at least 30 minutes of time for the whole group to finish successfully. If more time is needed, we will continue at our next session.  I will need to make sure that the partners are sharing equal time on the keyboard and writing on their papers as well. It would also be beneficial for me to have the students pick their states prior to actually going to sit at the computer.  


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	Since this is an enrichment activity, it would fit into the middle of a unit on how the census is collected and how it affects all of us economically.  This activity visually shows the students how the states differ in population and would help them to understand how our funding and elections are also highly tied to the census data they are looking at.


http://www.thinkfinity.org
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