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Verizon Thinkfinity Integration Plan


	General Information

	Name:   Paula Herraez


	District/School or Organization:  Pueblo City Schools


	Subject Area/Topic:  United States Geography, Literature- Folktales
	Grade Level(s):  4th grade



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more related Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards; 21st Century Skills
	Title and URL for Verizon Thinkfinity Learning Object

	Colorado Model Content Standards for Geography:

Standard 2.3   Students know how culture and experience influence people's perceptions of places and regions.

Colorado Model Content Standards for Reading:

Standard 5:   Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources. 

Standard 6:  Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience.  Students will:

· Read literature to understand places, people, events, and vocabulary both familiar and unfamiliar

· Read literature that reflects the uniqueness and integrity of the American experience

· Read classic and contemporary literature of the United States about the experiences and traditions of diverse ethnic groups

21st Century Skills: 

ICT(Information, Communications &Tech) Literacy  

· Apply Technology Effectively:  Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate and communicate information 

· Use digital technologies (computers, PDAs, media players, GPS, etc.), communication/networking tools and social networks appropriately to access, manage, integrate, evaluate and create information to successfully function in a knowledge economy
Social & Cross-Cultural Skills/ Global Awareness      
· Understanding other nations and cultures, including the use of non-English languages 
	American Folklore:

http://www.americanfolklore.net/ss.html
The above mentioned Website was located from the following Verizon Thinkfinity lesson resource: http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/10/g35/tgmapping.html


Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Verizon Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.

	Notes:  We will first work together as a group with modeling to demonstrate the learning activity, then students will work independently.  This activity will be an enrichment tool that is part of a United States Geography unit in which students will learn about a state and complete a research project.




Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:   A laptop, LCD projector, and Smart Board will be used as I model and we work together to complete the activity together as a class.  Next, students will work individually in the computer lab to access and record the required information.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  Students will observe general classroom and computer lab rules and procedures.  Students will be allowed to help their neighbors.


	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:  Students will use the United States Folktale Story Map (see final page of this plan) to record the story elements from their folktales.



Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Verizon Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	1. Using an LCD projector, laptop, and Smart Board, I will show students how to access the American Folktales website (http://www.americanfolklore.net/ss.html).  
2. Next, we will select a folktale to read, discuss, and complete the United States Folktale Story Map together as a whole group. 

3. Students will move to the lab and independently locate a folktale for their chosen state and complete their own story maps. 

	Will the learning activity support students’ development of 21st Century Learning and Innovation Skills (creativity and innovation, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and collaboration)?  If so, describe how.

Students will gain insight and perspective about different regional cultures within the United States by reading their folktales. They will gain valuable experience with technology applications using an online resource.

	Will the learning activity support students’ acquisition of current, accurate, and up-to-date information in core subject areas?  If so, describe how.

Students will acquire cultural information about the regional character of their state through reading a folktale.  They will develop reading comprehension and critical thinking skills as they identify the characters, setting, problem, and solution within their stories.     


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	Students with disabilities and English Language Learners will be paired with a partner who will be researching the same state.  They will be asked to sit side by side at their computers.  A paraprofessional and language-acquisition tutor will assist when possible.


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	I will expect to see students enthusiastic and excited about their readings.  They will hopefully demonstrate a clear comprehension of their reading and an understanding of the cultural awareness of the region from where their story came from.  Their choice of words and images within their story maps will be useful indicators of what they have learned.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  Upon completion of the trial run, I realize that I will need to plan for additional time.  I was originally planning on completing this activity in a forty-minute period, but may need about sixty.  Students in our low socioeconomic school have very limited experiences using technology.  Most do not have computer resources at home.  Therefore, all procedures need to be explicitly and carefully modeled.  Furthermore, rather than having students type in the URL , I will place a hyperlink to the website on my classroom homepage.



Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	This Integration Plans is part of a comprehensive United States Geography Unit where students research a state using nonfiction books, encyclopedias and electronic resources.  The information from their story maps will be used to create a Power Point slideshow.  They will then complete a factual report that includes information about the states demographics, symbols, history, geography, and culture. As a culminating project, students will also create a mosaic or collage artwork that expresses the characteristics of their state.
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United States Folktale Story Map
Directions:  Log in to the following website: http://www.americanfolklore.net/ss.html.  Choose a folktale from your state and complete the storyboard below.

	1

Name:

Name of State:

Name of Folktale:


	2

Characters: (list and briefly describe)
	3

Setting: (describe time and place)

	4

Problem:


	5

Solution:
	6

Bibliography:  list name of story, author, Website, and date 
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