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	General Information

	Name: Jill Pellegrini

	District/School or Organization:



	Subject Area/Topic: Language Arts 

	Grade Level(s):  8



Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards
	Title(s) and URL(s) for Thinkfinity Learning Object(s)

	
1. Students read and understand a variety of materials. 
2. Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. 

3. Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources. 

4. Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience. 



	
Character Traits Chart: Student Interactive
http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=30&title=

 


Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Direct instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.



	Notes:
This activity will be modeled for students and require group participation.
     



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, in a computer lab setting

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

This will be whole group instruction using the Elluminate virtual classroom.  The instructor and students will be working on their laptops/PCs from their homes.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Specific directions for activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:
I will model this activity, requiring student participation.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

· Novel: To Kill a Mockingbird
· Dictionary and/or thesaurus
· Additional handouts, which will be application and file shared in Elluminate session: character traits and adjectives (both from Read/Write/Think lesson)



Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	This activity will be completed in a one-hour Elluminate virtual class session.  I will provide direct instruction and model this activity, requiring students to participate.
With my guidance, students will be expected to: 1. Choose three main characters from the novel; 2. Choose three descriptive words (adjectives) for EACH character; and 3. Select supporting evidence (scenes, action, and dialogue) from the text to illustrate these traits.  
PRIOR to this whole-group activity, I will application share the Read/Write/Think handouts on CHARACTER TRAITS and ADJECTIVES, which we will review and discuss.  
Once the activity is completed, I will share the web address of the interactive and file share the handouts on character traits and adjectives.  I will also print, scan, and file share our activity (the final product) at the end of the session.



	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	· Students will have freedom to choose: characters, supporting evidence, adjectives
· I will model this activity, making it an interactive exercise


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	· Students’ participation in the interactive class example of this activity

· Students’ ability to choose accurate descriptive adjectives for their characters (final product)
· Students’ ability to locate and use supporting evidence (scenes/action, dialogue, etc.)  to illustrate traits (final product)



Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  
I went into my Elluminate classroom as the moderator and logged in as a student as well.  Upon further reflection, I discerned that 1. The interactive CANNOT be viewed as a completed product without first printing it; and 2. There are some pre-requisites for this activity:

1. To address this first issue, I need to print, scan, and file share our class’s final product at the end of the session so that students have the analysis for future reference.  

2. To address the second issue, I set these pre-requisites:
· Students should understand and be able to define CHARACTER and ADJECTIVE

· Students should have read the first 20 chapters of the novel in preparation for this exercise



Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan, to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	A possible follow-up to this activity could be a second Elluminate session where students share their character sketches with the class.  Since the students will have the web address of the interactive (as well as our example analysis and handouts on character traits and adjectives), they could complete the same task on their own, printing, scanning, and emailing me their final product.  I could then application and file share each student’s piece, and we could review and discuss the analyses during the class.

This activity will complement our in-depth discussion about the novel’s characters.  Character exploration is integrated in all of the OLS lessons for this novel, so this activity supports the K12 curriculum and learning objectives.
This activity is part of the entire Read/Write/Think lesson: Action is Character: Exploring Character Traits and Adjectives

http://www.readwritethink.org/lessons/lesson_view.asp?id=175
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