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	General Information

	Name: 


	District/School or Organization:



	Subject Area/Topic: 

      English
	Grade Level(s): 




Part 1 – List the appropriate standards (State or National Standards for Content, Technology or 21st Century Skills) and one or more Thinkfinity learning object(s) aligned to the standards.
	State or National Standards
	Title(s) and URL(s) for Thinkfinity Learning Object(s)

	STANDARD 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
(focus on compare and contrast writing) 
	Walt Whitman to Langston Hughes: Poems for a Democracy – 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson_images/lesson428/Whitman1.pdf
· I will use this graphic organizer to compare and contrast a Whitman and a Hughes poem.




Part 2 – Determine instructional elements - Integration
	A.  Which type of Thinkfinity learning object is this?
	B.  Where will I use this learning object in the instructional cycle?
	C.  Which instructional strategies will I employ?

	Learning Object for Teacher Use

X  Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)

Learning Object for Student Use

X  Online (requires a computer)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Offline (no computer required)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Opening Motivational Activity

X  Central Focus of Lesson Plan

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research Tool for Students

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Closure Activity

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Assessment Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Remediation Tool

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrichment Tool
	X Direct instruction

X  Indirect instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Experiential learning

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Independent study

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interactive instruction

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Notes:  Visit http://olc.spsd.sk.ca/DE/PD/instr/index.html for more information on the instructional strategies listed.



	Notes:

     



Part 3 – Plan for student success - Implementation 

	A.  How will I configure my classroom for the learning activity?

	Classroom Configuration:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computers not needed - printable resource

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group instruction, using a projector and / or interactive white board

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole group activity, with small groups using mobile laptops simultaneously

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Small group, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 One to one, using classroom computers or mobile laptops as rotating stations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
One to one, in a computer lab setting

X One to one, with individual student laptops

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:

     Students form groups of 3 to 4 to complete the graphic organizer.


	B.  How will I manage implementation?

	Classroom Management:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 General computer rules / procedures

X  Specific directions for activity

X  Helping Hands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes: I will introduce the concept and explain the procedure. Students will lend their group support.



	C.  What additional considerations will support successful implementation?  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hardware

X Supplemental Materials

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other
	Notes:     I will create PowerPoint slides that display Whitman’s poem, “I Hear America Singing” and Hughes’ poem, “Let America be America Again”. I will also add the graphic organizer into the PowerPoint presentation in order for students to review it before completing it in small groups. 


Part 4 – Develop the student learning activity

	A.  Describe the learning activity.  What will students be asked to do with the Thinkfinity learning object(s)? 

	1. Students will read along as I read aloud the Walt Whitman poem “I Hear America Singing” and the Langston Hughes poem ““Let America be America Again”.
2. I will display the comparison graphics organizer on a Power Point slide and explain to the students that they will move into “break-out rooms” and work with a group of 3-4 students to compare the Whitman and Hughes poems. 
3. Both poems and the compare and contrast graphic organizer will be posted in the “Break-out rooms.”
4. Students will read each of the 7 elements up for comparison (i.e. This poem draws on the author’s personal experience) and decide if it applies to one, both or neither of the poems.
5. Students will record their comparison by checking the boxes that apply to either poem. 
6. Students will take 10 minutes to complete the comparison graphic organizer. 
7. Towards the end of the 10 minutes, I will ask each group to note their response for 1 category so they can report their thinking back to the class

8. After time runs out, I will return students to the whole group setting and we will look at each comparison point to see what each group came up with.


	B.  Describe how you will differentiate the activity to meet the diverse needs of your students. 

	I will read the poems out loud so auditory learners can hear the poems as well as read them.
Students will work in groups to compare the two poems so they can support each other.
Students will use a graphic organizer for a visual representation of compare and contrast and as a guide through the activity.



	


	C. Effectiveness – What indicators will I expect to see / hear from students, which will inform me about the effectiveness of the learning activity?

	
When students return to the whole group setting I will see that they compared the two poems by analyzing similar criteria within both poems.
Later we will brainstorm other common elements of poetry that can be compared (imagery, style, word choice, theme). We will then compare a 3rd poem by Maya Angelou tilted “America” to the first two using our new comparison criteria.


Part 5 – Do a complete trial run of the learning activity you described in step 4A.  

	Reflect on the learning activity.

	Considerations:  
I did the learning activity and upon reflection of the skills of my students I will want to read through each element of comparison with the students before sending them to identify the elements on their own. I will want to make sure students understand what they are supposed to be identifying. 

I intend to remove the third element of comparison since it’s unclear what is being asked. 
The graphic organizer only requires students to check-off the elements they see within each poem. I think to make the experience more meaningful we’ll need to discuss concrete examples of each element as a whole group. Therefore I should allow 10 min. for the small group comparison and 20 min. for the whole class discussion. 
I anticipate 40 minutes to implement the activity.


Part 6 – Consider the bigger picture

	Describe how this learning activity fits within a lesson or unit plan, to meet objectives that will be assessed.

NOTE: Information about additional learning activities or materials that will be used to complement this learning activity may be included.

	We will begin this lesson by reading  through several prompts the students will encounter throughout the semester that require them to compare and contrast so they will see the relevance of the activity

We will briefly learn about the background of each author.

I will create a Power Point slide that displays daguerreotypes from the Whiteman lesson. We will identify similarities and differences between the photographs to show that to compare and contrast students must focus on the same features of the various photographs.

We can take the comparisons we note during this activity and use them to practice writing a compare and contrast short answer response during our next live session. 
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